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Lesson 2.—(15) Christianity Expands in Asia. 
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“This Earthly House” 


By T. O. Chisholm 


HIS body God has given me, 
How wondrously ’tis made! 
What wisdom, what creative skill, 
In ev’ry part displayed! 
'Twas meant, He tells me in His Word, 
His dwelling place to be, — 
Atemple holy unto Him, 
From all defilement free. 





That He, the Lord of all the earth, 
The Universe as well, 
Would choose this humble house of mine 
In which Himself to dwell, — . 
That He the heav’ns cannot contain 
So low would condescend,— 
The thought is one too high for me; 
I cannot comprehend. 


But while I cannot understand 
This holy mystery, 

I yet believe what He has said: 
His Spirit dwells in me! 


“This earthly house,” His temple now, 
How sacred has become! 


And He, my Heav’nly Guest, shall have 
The freedom of each room. 


we 


Thankful in Spite of War 


How many of us would have thank- 
ful hearts if within three weeks’ time 
our country had been overrun by an 
fnemy? Would we still be able to praise 
God even though many of our friends 
tad been killed, many homes had been 





























destroyed, many of our cherished insti- 
tutions and standards were in ruins, and 
we were forced to submit to an en- 
tirely new régime? Suppose, in addition 
to all this, we were faced daily with a 
food shortage and saw our loved ones 
weakening because of it. Dr. Vansteen- 
berghe, Co-director of the Belgian Gos- 
pel Mission, living in Brussels, is obliged 
to write to his friends in this country in 
French (though he knows English well), 
and he must exercise great care because 
of the censorship. His letters have been 
coming through regularly, opened by 
the censor but for the most part un- 
touched, and there is a continual note 
of praise and thanksgiving running 
through them in spite of the fiery trials 
which he and his family, friends, and 
co-workers have passed through. In one 
of his letters is the following: “I re- 
ceived a great blessing by rereading this 
morning Jeremiah 31:2. [‘Thus saith 
the Lord, The people which were left 
of the sword found grace in the wilder- 
ness; even Israel, when I went to cause 
him to rest.’] We need to be led into 
the desert in order to discover there the 
depth of the grace of God. The year 
1940 was a year of grace. In passing it 


Revival Scenes in 


FTER Riga, Stewart visited the out- 
A lying regions of Latvia, traveling 

in sledges from village to village, 
holding meetings in barns and farm- 
houses, crammed with peasants and ill- 
ventilated, but electric with divine power. 
Those months in Latvia were to him 
like the telling of the dream in young 
Gideon’s ears, assuring him of the cer- 
tainty cf victory. He was unfettered 
by any fixed program so he waited on 
God for further leading. It came 
through Pastor Fetler’s contacts in Po- 
land. Traveling thither, Stewart began 
with distributing quantities of the Gos- 
pel of John in Polish from door to door 
in the villages around Warsaw. Later 
at Rovno he found a little band of 
Christians who had been praying with 
great expectation for God to visit their 
neighborhood. “The prayer in Rovno 
touched the. Throne.” The town was 


in review we cannot keep from worship- 
ing and blessing God. He manifested 
Himself in favor of His own. In speak- 
ing with Christians my conviction has 
become stronger that Hebrews 1:14 con- 
tains a truth very incompletely realized 
by believers. [‘Are they not all minis- 
tering spirits, sent forth to minister for 
them who shall be heirs of salvation?’] 
God has sent His angels to wait upon 
His children. 1940 is a comforting 
pledge in view of the events of that 
year. Thus our gaze is fixed on high 
and our expectation is from Him.” No 
one would blame Belgian Christians for 
feeling that. 1940 was a terrible year, 
when their own country fell before the 
enemy. But see how this Christian 
brother speaks of it, “a year of grace 

. a comforting pledge”! Is it not a 
renewed challenge to all American 
Christians to humble ourselves before 
God, and to say with the Psalmist, “Bless 
the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all 
his benefits.” We may sing with Joseph 
Addison (1712): 


Ten thousand thousand precious gifts 
My daily thanks employ; 

Nor is the least a cheerful heart 
That tastes those gifts with joy. 


“ 


Central Europe —Il 


posted with notices, the meetings started, 
and soon the little prayer hall was too 
small. 

“As no invitation was given to speak 
in the local churches, the only alterna- 
tive was to hire a theater. Half the 
audience were intellectual Jews and 
Poles; the other half were illiterate 
Russian peasants. Morning and after- 
noon gatherings were still held in the 
smaller hut. Then came the theater 
[meeting] at night — five hundred, then 
six hundred, then a thousand, the ma- 
jority being men. Some walked over 
sixty miles to get to the meetings. The 
country folk brought black bread with 
them tied in cloth. Some had cakes of 
white cheese and hanks of raw smoked 
sausage; others bread only. They slept 
in the fields or in barns or on the road- 
side by night, and attended the meetings 
by day. When duty took them back 
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home they would leave by wagon, or 
otherwise, at about ten o'clock, arriving 
in the small hours of the morning, and 
after a snatch of sleep would be out 
working in the fields at sunrise.” 

Six months later on his return to 
Rovno, Stewart was warned by the 
police that he must not preach in the 
town. He appealed first to the local 
magistrate, and then to the Governor, 
who somewhat reluctantly consented, 
with the one stipulation that he should 
not advertise his meetings. Very re- 
spectfully he argued for one set of hand- 
bills to advise the district that the cam- 
paign was going on. Like a bolt from 
the blue was the astounding reply: 
“Your greatest advertisement for your 
message is not in printed leaflets, but 
in the holy lives of your members. No 
propaganda! Go right ahead!” 

At the conclusion of the campaign in 
Poland, Stewart was asked by a Warsaw 
friend where he intended to go next. 
“To Czechoslovakia,” he replied. “Whom 
do you know there?” “Nobody.” “That’s 
strange,” remarked the friend; “leaving 
us and going to a land where you don’t 
know anybody.” A few hours later into 
that friend’s office came a gentleman 
with his daughter. Stewart was intro- 
duced. “James Stewart!” exclaimed the 
gentleman. “Yes, I know your name. 
I’ve heard of the blessing in Poland and 
Latvia. Did you never think of coming 





This is the second and concluding editorial 
based on the biography of James Stewart by 
Miss Eva Stuart Watt, entitled, “Dynamite in 
Europe.” (May be obtained from the Times 
Book Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia, $1.50.) 
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to my country?” “Where is that?” 
“Czechoslovakia.” “Yes, I'll come. God 
told me that would be next. But when?” 
“Come any time. Begin with two weeks 
in my place, Kutna Hora. It’s the seat 
of the old kings of Bohemia.” So a 
fresh start was made. 

The Czechs proved less immediately 
responsive than the Poles. Within a 
fortnight Stewart had addressed about 
sixteen gatherings in Kutna Hora and 
an adjacent town. But nothing seemed 
to happen. He packed his bag, discour- 
aged and minded to leave. He wanted 
to be where God was working mightily. 
The persuasions of his host were futile. 
But he decided to get alone with his 
Captain and ask for His marching or- 
ders. While in the presence of God he 
felt greatly humiliated over his lack 
of faith. He confessed it as sin. Then 
victory came, and he had the confirma- 
tion in his soul that God was going 
to do a mighty work over the whole 
Republic. The minister of the National 
Protestant church where he began his 
meetings was antagonistic. So he moved 
to the theater, where thousands gath- 
ered nightly. The blessing fell. Doc- 
tors, lawyers, solicitors, and leading 
businessmen took Christ as their Sav- 
iour. At Brno, the capital of Moravia, 
his Kutna Hora friend financed for him 
the largest hall in the city. “You're 
mad,” declared his commercial acquaint- 
ances. “You can’t expect Catholic audi- 
ences at an evangelical meeting!” But 
they came. “The largest evangelistic 
meetings ever held in Brno, Kutna 


(Continued on page 538) 














NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 














When to Help Others in Need 


What is the Christian's responsibility 
toward those who are in need when they 
are in that condition because of their own 
shiftlessness and improvidence? I am sure 
every community has them. I have just 
donated to a fund to send a man to the 
hospital whom I have known for years, 
and I know that when he was able to 
work he wouldn’t do an honest day’s 
work. The result was people would not 
hire him. Now he is old and sick and 
helpless. But knowing the circumstances 
I confess I gave grudgingly. Is this an 
unchristian attitude? It does not seem 
right for people who work and try to 
prepare for a rainy day to have to help 
care for those whom we positively know 
are in the condition they are in because 
of their laziness and poor management. 
—A Texas reader. 


If we are to live in this evil world 
as sons of God, if we would show our 
faith by our works, if we would let 
others know how great a debt we owe 
to the Lord Jesus Christ for all He has 
done for us, we ought to be willing to 
help those who are in trouble through 


their own fault. What would our con- 
dition be if God had waited to manifest 
His mercy until we deserved it? “God 
commendeth his love toward us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us” (Rom. 5:8). “He hath not dealt 
with us after our sins; nor rewarded us 
according to our iniquities” (Psa. 103: 
10). “Your. Father which is in heaven 

. maketh his sun to,rise on the evil 
and on the good, and sendeth rain on 
the just and on the unjust” (Matt. 5:45). 
When the Good Samaritan on the hot, 
dry road leading down from Jerusalem 
to Jericho saw the poor victim of the 
thieves lying by the roadside, he was not 
so much concerned over the cause of the 
man’s trouble as he was to help one in 
desperate need. The Lord Jesus drew 
from the lawyer the main lesson of the 
story, which is that the Samaritan had 
showed “mercy on him,” and He added, 
“Go, and do thou likewise” (Luke 10: 
37). Then, “there was a certain creditor 
which had two debtors . . . and. when 
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they had nothing to pay, he frankly fo, 
gave them both” (Luke 7:41, 42). 
Thus, it is evident that as Christis 
it is our duty to help those who are 
need when we can, even though thei 
condition is the result of their own care 
lessness. But this is not a complete ap 
swer to the reader’s letter, for there ard 
other problems involved. 
Unfortunately, there are _ wicke, 
scheming men and women who make it ; 
practice to presume on the sympathieg 
of others. There is a difference between 
one who, for instance, continues to driny 
and yet expects help, and one who is j 
difficulty because of past sins or blun 
ders, but who is now truly repentant 
and anxious to do right. Dr. Henry W 
Frost, Home Director Emeritus of the 
China Inland Mission, in a fine message 
on the passage in Matthew quoted above 
pointed out that God does not always 
send sun and rain on the evil and on the 
unjust at all times. According to Hi 
wisdom He grants these blessings to 
men, and at times He withholds then 
for their good. We need wisdom from 
above, said Dr. Frost, to show us when 
to help others who are in need and 
when not to. It is important to take 
into consideration all the circumstance: 
surrounding a given case, and of course 
a Christian, especially one with a fam 
ily to support, is obligated to considet 
his own needs and resources. And wé 
have the assurance that God will give 
wisdom as we need it, for He has said: 
“If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask 
of God, that giveth to all men liberally, 
and upbraideth not; and it shall be given 
him” (Jas. 1:5). 
The Texas reader is to be commended 
for helping the man of whom he writes 





























































“Britain’s Spiritual Struggle” was 
the title given to two letters pub- 
lished in the Trmes of May 31. The 
first was from Professor William H. 
Wrighton, head of the department of 
philosophy, University of Georgia, 
Athens, Ga., and the second from 
a minister friend of his in England 
who tells of daily prayer meetings 
in his church, of the courage and 
the sense of unity among Christians, 
and of the conviction among his 
people that God still has great bless- 
ings in store for His people in Great 
Britain. These letters led the pas- 
tor and people of a church in the 
State of Washington to band to- 
gether for prayer for revival in 
America and for victory over the 
Axis powers. The letters from the 
pastor and another signed by twen- 
ty-two of his members will be pub- 
lished in this department nex! 
week, 
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ANY Christians, as they have 
M learned of the breakdown of 

Christian conviction in the:Jap- 
anese Empire, have asked: “How.can 
these things be? Is there not a mistake 
somewhere? Is it not possible that those 
who believe that obeisance at the State 
Shrines is a sin against God are, after 
all, wrong? Can it be that Japan has 
taken an actual anti-Christian attitude, 
and that many Christian churches have 
surrendered to the pagan demands of a 
military-ridden government?” 


























on the 

to Hi As though designed to answer these 
ngs tag questions events in the Empire have 
; them toved swiftly. The government has all 







n from but succeeded in obtaining its long-de- 
; when sired union of all Protestant denomina- 
sd andl tins and organizations (THE SUNDAY 





ScHooL Times, Jan. 18, 1941). A number 
of units of this new union or federation 
have ratified and endorsed the govern- 
ment’s program of totalitarian rule and 
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onsidem™ of expansion and conquest under the 
ind wag egis of Shinto. Under government pres- 
ill giv@ sure, official Church bodies have broken 
1s said down to the point where their sub- 
rim ask servience to “the new order” in Japan 
berally™ is pitiable, although attempts are being 
ye giver made to represent this surrender of 
Christian conviction as a_ glorious 
mended achievement. 
 WIILCSH Decisions Made Under Pressure 
Speeches of responsible government 
officials and statements issued by the 
Churches prove conclusively that this 
is so. Further, the statements of the 
” waS Hi Churches prove that the government has 
| pub- dictated this capitulation although apol- 
. The HH ogists suggest that decisions have been 
am H. freely arrived at. Also these statements 
ent Of Hi prove that State Shinto is definitely, 
corgi’, Hi and now avowedly, religious. In addi- 
| from @ tion, statements of those relatively few 
ngland #@ Christian organizations that are remain- 
etings HM ing fully true to God, even though they 
ge and have closed or probably soon must close 
istians, #@ their work, constitute a noble testimony. 
- his] We shall consider these matters in 
oe reverse order to that above. First is 
1 Gre tstatement by a member of the Japan 
’ "ee Rescue Mission. This mission had 
- i worked in Osaka. Confronted with de- 
a 1 te mands that it register and join the “new 
tie Po oder in the Christian Church of Japan,” 
yer the t closed its work. The missionary re- 
grat porting that fact writes: 
y twen- A 
ne pub- All we can say is that there should be 





% Compromise with the demands of the 
anene Government that would in any 
'@ modify or nullify the testimony en- 
ted to us by our risen Lord. This means 
Closing of the doors to an evangelical 


t next 

















Early this year The Sunday School 
Times published a series of articles 
by Dr. Holdcroft on Shintoism, 
which is the national religion of the 
Japanese Empire. The events of the 
last six months prove that the Jap- 
anese Government intends to force 
all its subjects to do obeisance at 
the shrines. In this article Dr. 
Holdcroft presents an _ interesting 
account and thoughtful interpreta- 
tion of these developments. A fur- 
ther article on the crisis in the Far 
East by Dr. William H. Chisholm, 
a missionary of the Independent 
Board for Presbyterian Foreign Mis- 
sions, will be published in an early 
issue of the Times. 








testimony in the land of Japan. Whether 
temporarily or permanently only the Lord 
knows. We accept the closed door for the 
time being, as of the Lord. For reasons 
best known unto Himself He has permit- 
ted this. We witness the restraint of power, 
even as we witness the restraint of power 
at Calvary. But as there was a manifes- 
tation of power in the resurrection of Jesus, 
so there will come a manifestation of power 
in the deliverance of the Japanese people 
from the powers of darkness which now 
bind them, and the glory of the Lord shall 
be revealed. Let us wait with patience 
for this revelation. 


This impressive action by the Japan 
Rescue Mission shows that the situation 
is the same in Japan proper as it is in 
the colonies. 

As for pronouncements by the gov- 
ernment and by high government offi- 
cials, we quote first, one by Baron 
Hiranuma who is Home Minister in the 
present Japanese Cabinet. In a public 
address on February 11, 1941, Japan’s 
“Founder’s Day,” Baron Hiranuma em- 
phasized the “unity” of the political and 
the religious spheres in Japan. As re- 
ported in the New York Times, Febru- 
ary 12, Baron Hiranuma said: 

Japan’s National Policy is unique in the 
world. . . . Dynasties in foreign countries 
were created by man. Foreign Kings, Em- 
perors, and Presidents are all created by 
man, while Japan has a sacred ¢hrone in- 
herited from the imperial ancestors. Japan’s 
imperial rule is therefore an extension of 
heaven. The dynasties created by man may 
collapse, but the Heaven-created throne is 
beyond men’s power. 

This statement makes some things 
plain. If Japan’s imperial rule is “an 
extension of heaven,” certainly it is re- 
ligious. Thus this speech refutes all the 
elaborate claims of the Japanese Gov- 
ernment’s Educational Department that 
State Shinto is only patriotism. Any 


ms 


government which today declares that 
it is not formed by men, but is “created” 
and is an “extension of heaven,” is chal- 
lenging Jehovah. It is such statements 
as these, and the ingrained belief back 
of them, that have led one well-in- 
formed writer to affirm, “We are seeing 
today in Japan the clearest instance in 
modern times of the regimentation of 
the state, in all its parts, round the idea 
of its own absolute sacredness.” It is 
this also that has led another writer to 
declare that State Shinto is actually the 
deification of Japan. 

Again the actions of the government 
and the documents being issued by the 
Churches in adopting their “reform 
plans” for the Christian Church prove 
that this startling program has been dic- 
tated by the government and that the 
Churches have been coerced into adopt- 
ing it. 

Coercion by the Police 


It is common knowledge in Japan ‘to- 
day that the government practice in 
forcing through its program has been 
to call in responsible officers of organ- 
izations, religious or secular, and make 
“suggestions” to them. Then they are 
told that these suggestions must be 
adopted voluntarily. Police often sit 
next every member of an organization 
to insure that each member of that or- 
ganization “understands” his duty and 
votes “right.” Under such circumstances 
it is not difficult to lead many people 
to “understand.” The pity is that so 
many churchmen attempt to persuade 
themselves and others that after all they 
are free. 

The driving power back of all this 
is the militarist party. Said a respon- 
sible Japanese official to me, “We do not 
want to adopt these measures, but the 
military force us to do so.” 

The final statements to be considered 
are embodied in papers put out by gov- 
erning bodies of various Christian 
Churches in the Empire. The new na- 
tional Protestant Church, projected Oc- 
tober 17, 1940, was to have been an 
organic union. It is still being repre- 
sented as such. Actually it is a federa- 
tion embracing “all the Protestant 
Christians in Japan except the Episco- 
palians and the Seventh Day Advent- 
ists.” However, a charter has been 
adopted, forty-three denominations and 
religious bodies have agreed to the char- 
ter, and it has been submitted to the 
government “not for approval but for 
recognition.” 

Although the government undoubtedly 
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wished a union it will doubtless still 
recognize what is largely its own crea- 
ture, for in the process of negotiation 
that preceded the perfecting of these 
plans a number of the units of the fed- 
eration “reformed” their Church stand- 
ards. Some, thank the Lord, as in the 
case of the Japan Rescue Mission, voted 
themselves out of existence rather than 
submit, and perhaps some still have to 
face the government’s disapproval and 
perhaps closure. 

Some of these “reform” plans have 
been made public. They should be con- 
sidered simultaneously with the apolo- 
gies for the new federation which are 
being offered the American Christian 
public. Some are clearer in statement 
than others, but all of them are humili- 
ating documents, for when analyzed 
they all indicate the prostitution of the 
Churches that have adopted them. 

Yet in saying this, let us remember 
that “flesh and blood and spirit can be 
broken,” as the author of “Out of the 
Night” says. It is certain that they can, 
especially when men do not know God, 
or have denied Him; and Japan under- 
stands the use of coercion. She has used 
it for centuries and has recently learned 
much from her Axis partners. 


An Example of Reform Plans 


A number of these “reform plans” have 
come into our hands. I quote from but 
one only, that adopted by the General 
Board of the Korean Methodist Church. 
These plans are in five sections with an 
introduction. Later an explanation was 
also issued by the Bishop. The first 
three sections are especially pertinent 
to our discussion. 


I. Ricut GuMANCE OF THOUGHTS 


. To cause (our church members) to un- 
derstand the principles of the New Order 
in East Asia and the amalgamation of 
Japan and Chosen. 

. To make (our people in the churches) 
understand that the Christian ideal of 
brotherhood is realized in the principle 
of “eight pillars under one universe.” 

. To make (our people) understand the 

unity of patriotic loyalty and the Chris- 
tian ideal of sacrifice. 
(Four other subsections follow that have 
more to do with ideals of political lib- 
erty, and tyranny, than with Christian- 
ity, and are therefore omitted here.) 


II. Rerorminc EpvucatTion 


- National Polity shall be taught in 
(a) theological seminary 
(b) colleges and professional schools 
(c) middle and primary schools through 
the ethics courses. 
. Military training: 
(a) Military training shall be given in 
the theological seminary 
(b) New emphasis shall be placed upon 
it as already taught in college and 
middle schools. 
. Theological Education: 
The Gospel (Christ’s teachings and ex- 
ample) shall be the fundamental basis 
of theological training, separating there- 
from Jewish history and pagan thoughts 
and usages which have crept in on the 


path of western cultural progress, and ° 


giving a clearer exposition of the Gos- 
pel by the traditions and philosophies 
’ of Oriental saints. 
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III. Socra, Epucation 


1. Dissemination and Upholding the Im- 
perial Way: This shall be done 
(a) by attend- (e) by discussion 
ance at group meetings 
shrines (f) in Bible’ study 
(b) in the church classes 
organs (g) in special evan- 
(c) by printed gelistic meetings 
matter (h) in personal 
(d) by lectures preaching, etc. 


2. Defense against Communism and National 
Defense: 
(a) By means of the Union of National 
Spiritual Mobilization Movement 
(b) By patriotic societies in the 
churches. 

Section IV is on the support of the 
army, encouraging Church members to 
enlist in large numbers, to understand 
military duties and to prevent espionage. 
Section V has to do with unified control 
of Church organizations and provides 
for the use of the Japanese language 
exclusively, for self-support, for the ex- 
clusion of foreigners from leadership, for 
the “making over” of the theological 
seminary, etc. 

The explanation that accompanies 
these plans states that they were, on 
presentation, “immediately adopted.” A 
further statement expresses a wish that 
the missionaries who might leave Korea 
as a result of “this new Church struc- 
ture” might later return “if conditions 
become more favorable.” Both quota- 
tions suggest that there was coercion 
back of the adoption of the plans. 

In addition, these resolutions are full of 
government-inspired slogans*and rally- 
ing cries designed to induce the people 
to make ever greater sacrifices to sup- 
port the militarists and to hide from 
them the wrongs they are suffering at 
the hands of their own government and 
the wrongs inflicted upon China and 
other lands in the attempt to establish 
“the New Order in East Asia.” Indeed, 
the introduction to the resolutions speaks 
of Church members as “the people be- 
hind the guns” and that alone betrays 
the object of the whole “reform” which 
is to rally the Church to the support of 
the whole government program at home 
and abroad, including Shinto worship 
and support of the war. 


The New Order in Asia 


In Section I, the words “the New 
Order in East Asia” are but a euphem- 
ism. Stripped of their glamour they 
mean, as one has well said, “Asia for 
the Asiatics and the Asiatics for Japan.” 

“The eight pillars under one universe” 
is a poetic expression of the hope of 
spreading Japan’s “divine” culture to 
all the world. It is sometimes called 
“the universal family idea” and is said 
to have been advanced by Jimmu Tenno 
(Lord of Heaven), supposed grandson 
of the sungoddess and legendary foun- 
der of the Empire, 2,600 years ago. The 
“explanation” already referred to throws 
a little more light (or darkness) upon 
what is involved in this idea by declar- 
ing that the ideal of Christian brother- 
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hood (under the universe upheld by 


eight pillars) is realized in the present] 


day Japanese national policy of wor 
brotherhood. Through this high-soung 
ing phrase, however, glares the State 
purpose to commandeer what it suppose 
to be the highest Christian sanctions anj 
make them serve the State’s purpose 
which are being realized by means of 
sword, bayonet, and the bombing 
thickly populated, defenseless cities, } 
the Christian ideal of sacrifice is the 
same as the patriotic loyalty that sup. 
ports this, the human heart would jp, 
deed despair. 


Gods in the State Shrines 


According to Section II on “Reforming 
Education” the national polity is to be 
taught in all Church schools from the 
primary through the theological sem; 
nary. The national polity definitely ip. 
cludes the teaching of Shinto, which ip 
the “ethics” courses insists that the “be. 
ings” worshiped in the State Shrines 
are gods. The idea that the State js 
supreme in every sphere of life is also 
inculcated. This is anti-Christian, thor- 
oughly contradictory to what it is to 
be supposed even these “reformed” 
schools will try to teach in other courses, 
The textbooks declare that refusal to 
render this worship is_ unthinkable, 
which means that it is classed as treach- 
ery worthy of outlawry. The govern- 
ment has long declared this. The Church 
will now teach it. 

Seminaries also are now to give mili- 
tary training. Undoubtedly their gradu- 
ates will be asked to spread Japan's 
ideal of brotherhood at the point of the 
bayonet. Every school above grammar 
grade is already a military training 
school, 

Section II, Paragraph 3, indicates what 
color will be given the Christian con- 
tent of theological education. The Gos- 
pel is to be interpreted as consisting 
of Christ’s teaching and example alone. 
Sin, atonement, regeneration, all are 
gone. Jewish history is to be discarded! 
If “separating from pagan thoughts and 
usages which have crept in on the path 
of Western cultural progress” meant that 
this government-dominated Church in- 
tended to rule out the evolutionary hy- 
pothesis, the “social Gospel,” and “Chris- 
tianity as a life’ rather than as a life 
based upon great deeds which God has 
performed for man, then we might ap- 
prove this part of this manifesto, bul 
that is not meant. And when the philos- 
ophies of Oriental saints such as Buddha, 
Confucius, and perhaps the even more 
dubious Hideyoshi are to be included 
as a part of Christian theological edu 
cation, what need would there be fo 
the Hebrew leaders Abraham, Mosés, 
or David? The explanation accompany: 
ing these “reform plans” even says that 
“the Gospel should be interpreted 
the light of the teachings and philos 
phies of Oriental sages.” How delighted 
Satan must be at the prospect of such 
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g.Gospel being preached by the future 
jeaders of this “reformed” Church ! 

Section III indicates that this new 
Church will attend the shrines. It 
would not hesitate at that when now it 
has gone so much further. Actually, 
agreement to attend the shrines paved 
the way for this debacle. Had the 
Churches of Korea refused to perform 
or condone obeisance at the very first, 
they might have been swept away by 

































5 the the State: they would not have been 
sup: swept away by God. How complete the 
d in. [debacle is, is indicated by the fact that 





preaching, evangelistic meetings, Bible 
study classes, Church magazines, and 
other literature are all to uphold “the 
Imperial Way.” “The Imperial Way” is 
“Kodo,” and Kodo was explained by a 
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n the Mi government edict as long ago as 1869 
Semi: Has “a system of administration which 
ly iB shall join the whole nation in unity 
ich in of heart and shall unite religion and 
> “be: Hl nolitical administration.” With this har- 
irines i monizes Baron Hiranuma’s 1941 state- 
ate isMi ment, that Japan’s imperial rule is an 
S also MM extension of heaven. All in all, Kodo 
thor- connotes the divinity of the emperor, 
1S 10 the deification of spirits in the shrines, 
rmed” I the sanctity of the secular government, 
Nurses. Mi the glory of war, the messianic destiny 
sal toot Japan. All through the Empire, 
Kable, @ christian Churches are now pledging 
reach- Mi themselves to uphold Kodo. In many 
vern- local churches this pledge is repeated 
hurch st the bginning of each service. And 
_. glhis imperial way, Kodo, is to be ex- 
> mili: @ pained, made palatable to Christians, 
gradu in evangelistic metings, Bible study 
apan'’s @ classes, Church publications ! 
of the Can any Church that has adopted 
amma @such “a new structure” and pledged 
aining Mi itself to such an imperial way be any 
longer a Christian Church? Yet there 
s what I has come to America a commission 
n COM Mheaded by Bishop Yoshimune Abe to 
e Gos ell” this new national Church of Japan 
sistiNg Hit) American Christians! Of this, too, 
alone Msuysay Scoot Times readers should 
Il ar inw. Bishop Abe is the gentleman 
— who was given a life tenure by the 
its a Methodists and was Chairman of the 
le oo uniting conferences of the new Church, 
= 0 ad is undoubtedly wholly acceptable 
os he to the government of Japan. But this 
ni Ae Bf too large a subject to be presented in 
“h life this article. 
) The question is, Can any Church that 
10d hast hag adopted such a f “reform” 
cht aD Hl be , program of “re for 
oo considered any longer a Christian 
philos Church? Can anyone longer doubt that 
sda State Shinto is, and is intended to be, 
tligious? Can anyone longer doubt that 
n mor’ fate Japanese Government is definitely 
ncluded he eine 
at ols ati-Christian? Is any further demon- 
‘be tation needed that no genuinely Chris- 
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bite without being outlawed, or with- 
ut being prepared to be outlawed by 
the government? Can anyone doubt that 
‘teform” program has been dictated 
the government? 


t a “reformation” this is that has 
























tteumstances, work in the Japanese Em-. 
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made the Christian Church a tool to 
further the government’s purposes and 
plans! That these purposes and plans 
are bringing Japan into conflict with 
those countries that heretofore have 
been her best friends is deplorable. 
Sadder is the fact that Japan is align- 
ing herself with nations concerning 
which it shall be asked, “Why do the 
heathen rage, and the people imagine 
a vain thing?” Saddest of all is*the 
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fact that officially so many of the 
Churches of the Empire have taken, and 
are continuing in, a course that can be 
described only as rebellion against the 
living God, 

Is this another indication of the end- 
time apostasy foretold in Scripture? If 
so, “lift up your eyes” for He whose 
right it is to rule is at the gates. “Even 
so, come, Lord Jesus.” 

PHILADELPHIA. 








Why We Need Trained Teachers —Il 


What training does for teacher and school 
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By J. E. Harris 























UST as teacher training can never be 

a substitute for the spiritual essen- 
tials of conversion, consecration, a con- 
sistent life, and prayerfulness in a Sun- 
day school teacher, so, too, there are no 
magic cure-all properties for the ills of 
a Sunday school in a teacher training 
program. However, where the spiritual 
essentials are present in the teacher and 
the school, a good teacher training pro- 
gram maintained over the years will be 
a great blessing in improving the general 
standards of the teaching and the school 
as a whole, 

What will training do for the teacher? 
First, it helps him to know his subject 
matter, the Bible. No teacher training 
course is adequate that does not include 
a’strong emphasis on the study of the 
Bible itself. As the Bible is our sub- 
ject matter, the better the background 
of general knowledge the teacher can 
gain of God’s Word, the better fitted he 
will be to teach it. It is a primary 
requisite in teaching anything that the 
teacher must know his subject. One 
lack of some training courses, however, 
is that too much is assumed as to an 
existing knowledge of the Bible than 
may safely be assumed in many teachers 
and prospective teachers. Such courses 
provide far more material in pupil study 
and method study than in Bible study. 
But most workers feel their need of a 
larger knowledge of the Bible, and they 
expect a training course to include a 
good proportion of actual Bible study, 
not just study about the Bible, or the 
child, or teaching principles. More peo- 
ple would take training courses if they 
included strong courses of Bible study. 

In centers where there are Bible 
schools, such Bible study is readily 
available, and the great merit of the 
Bible institutes is their contribution to 
a better knowledge of the Word of God 
among Christian workers. However, not 
all can attend a Bible institute, and it 
is often desirable that the local church 
put on its own courses of training in 
Bible. In our own school we have been 
using the Preliminary Course of the 


Evangelical Teacher Training Associa- 
tion! to good effect. Of the six units 
in this course, three are Bible units, 
giving the student a good outline knowl- 
edge of the Bible, book by book, as a 
background for the more intensive study 
of particular portions of the Word in 
actual teaching work. The more a 
teacher has of such a general knowledge 
of the Scriptures, the better fitted he 
is to teach the Book; and an adequate 
teacher training course, by putting its 
first emphasis on Bible study, will en- 
large the worker’s knowledge of his 
Bible text. 

Then, teacher training also helps the 
teacher to know the pupil. It is not 
enough to know what we teach, we must 
also know whom we teach. There is a 
great deal of difference between vari- 
ous age groups to whom the Scriptures 
are to be taught in the Sunday school. 
To be able to meet the need of those 
different groups, something must be 
known of their characteristics, their spe- 
cial needs at each stage of life develop- 
ment, and their capacity at each stage 
to receive truth. Children cannot be 
successfully taught on the assumption 
that they are miniature adults, for they 
are not. Yet untrained teachers often 
act on that assumption. 

Each age group needs its own special 
presentation of Bible truth adapted’ to 
its capacity and need. And to know the 
need and capacity of the age group we 
teach we must know the pupil. This is 
where the worth of courses in child 
study comes in. To know the pupil 
and his needs and capacity in the differ- 
ent stages of his devolopment is vital 
to successful teaching, and such knowl- 
edge is gained in the child study pro- 
vided in training courses. 

In the third place, training courses 
help the teacher to know his technique. 
For we must know not only what and 
whom we teach, but also how to teach. 





1Clarence H. Benson, General Secretary, 


also Director of the Christian Education 
Course, Moody Bible Institute, 153 Institute 
Place, Chicago. 
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There is an art in teaching that must 
be learned. Principles of the learning 
process must be understood and methods 
of teaching process must be grasped if 
we are to succeed in getting God’s truth 
into our pupils’ minds and hearts. Here 
again the training course comes to the 
worker’s assistance with its instruction 
in lesson preparation and lesson presen- 
tation, and in both the principles and 
practice of the teaching art. Many 
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tain a good spirit among the workers 
in the school. Teacher training creates 
enthusiasm for Sunday school teaching 
by keeping the vision of the greatness of 
this work before us. The steady worker 
is renewed by occasional training 
courses where he rubs shoulders with 
fresh and enthusiastic recruits in the 
Christian ranks, and sharpens mind and 
spirit by contact with the strong Chris- 
tian leadership behind the course mate- 
rial. 
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We grow stale at times, and energy 
flags. It is then that we need new vision 
and new impetus, and these are pro- 
vided in a continual program of teacher 
training. 

We have proved all these things in 
our own Sunday school. We have had 
teacher training work as a part of our 
regular program for the past five years, 
and in that time our average attendance 
has improved by 100, our staff of 
workers has almost doubled, our offer- 
ings have increased, we have been able 
to introduce better ways of working, in- 
cluding the proper departmentalizing of 
the school, and we have enlisted in that 
time many new workers, — bright, en- 
thusiastic, and consecrated. Our teacher 


in offerings, more reverent worshj 
greater interest in Bible study, mo 
effective teaching, and many additions} 
the church, 

The minister of the church with 4 
second largest Sunday school amm 
Southern Baptists attributes their 
cess to trained workers. In anothg 
school the attendance has been double 
in four years, and the secret again j 
that they have trained their workers, Th 
testimony for the worth of a sustaine 
teacher training work in every church; 
overwhelming. Sound and _ practic 
training course material is easily a 
cessible. Then why not a training cl 
in every Sunday school? 

Ca.cary, ALTA., CAN. 


things about the technique of teaching 
ere quickly learned in a course on peda- 
gogy that could be discovered only 
slowly and blunderingly over years of 
actual teaching experience. 

Training courses not only benefit the 
teacher, but, through doing that also 
benefit the Sunday school and church. 
One great value of a permanent teacher 
training class in any church is that it pro- 
vides a source of new teachers. In such a 
class new workers for the Sunday school 
can be discovered and enlisted. Training 
courses should not be limited to those 
already on the staff of the school. Ear- 
nest but’inexperienced young Christians 
should be enrolled in the training class 
as a preparation for Sunday school 
teaching, and such a group will provide 
a constant source from which new 
workers may be drawn. Maturer Chris- 
tians not yet serving in the Sunday 
school can often be urged to take a 
course of training that will create inter- 
est and willingness to work in the Sun- 
day school. It has been proved many 
times that once you can get Christian 
people to study Sunday school work, 
you can get them to do such work. 

Again, the sustained work of teacher 
training will make for the improvement 
of the Sunday school as the things 
learned in the training courses are ap- 
plied in actual work, and as a larger 
and larger proportion of trained workers 
is secured. One weakness of many Sun- 
day schools is their static condition. Too 
aany workers are content for things 
forever to remain as they always have 
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The Ministry of the Persecuted 
How they encourage other Christians whose faith is not yet so severely tried 
By Joseph Taylor Britan, D.D. Reqretery ,Friends of 'srael 

















reward.” They endure, not because the 
are insensible to pain and abuse, but bé 
cause they are supported by a strengt 
and presence which kept them fro 
doubt and despair. It is the consister 
testimony of Christians under perse 

tion that forever brands them as Christ 
own. When men suffer.for Christ's sai 
and die for His cause, the strength an 


HAT persecuted Christians have a 

distinct ministry to the Church of 
Christ is a truth both startling and 
strange. We usually place the empha- 
sis on the opportunities which the 
church has for serving the persecuted 
Christians, and we seldom stop to think 
that the overruling God has provided a 
ministry for Christians in tribulation, 


been. They are not alert to discover —® ministry which only the persecuted power of His love is manifest to all tilabroad re 
nor ready to adopt any improvements in can render. Paul writes concerning the world. When Christian families are seMmhey wer 
organization, administration, or teach- Christians in Thessalonica that he and arated by the ruthless and godless de The wo! 
ing methods. One can be modern and Others “glory in you in the churches of pots of earth, placed in concentrati@li our Cc 
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camps to starve and die in ignorance 
the whereabouts and welfare of the 
loved ones, when their property is 00 
fiscated or bombed and they are drivé 
from their homes to wander statele 
because of their faith, when they ke@iititain to 
their faith intact, then they preach Mazi régi 
a sermon on the value and power Qiitere, T) 


God for your patience and faith in all 
your persecutions and tribulations that 
ye endure” (2 Thess. 1:4). 

In his first letter to the Thessalonians 
Paul gives thanks for their faith, love, 
and patience. In the second he gives 
thanks for the “increase” of these 
graces. “We are bound to thank God 


progressive without being modernistic, 
and we need to be progressive in a day 
when the “standpatter” is bound to be 
left hopelessly behind* Improvement 
becomes impossible where the Sunday 
school staff has ceased to welcome new 
and better methods. But the training 
class is the place where the methods 


others have successfully used are always for you, brethren, as it is meet, their faith that the whole church, tent to o 
studied, and better methods than those because that your faith groweth exceed- even the evil world must hear and cOMMMtgland ; 
being employed may be discovered. In ingly” (2 Thess. 1:3). Patience growing sider. uly und 
consequence the trained worker becomes “exceedingly” under persecution is a We suppose that never has the wolgttugees 
responsive to improved methods and “manifest token” that they were been so full of persecution, suffe Mable t¢ 
progressive ideas. In other words, counted worthy of the kingdom of and agony. We read of the early Chrigiiese tho 
teacher training provides workers amen- God.” It is the testimony of Christians tians that they “were tortured, not é pealing 
able to new ideas and better ways of under persecution that it is the presence cepting deliverance; that they might 0 ates, T 
working whereby the general efficiency and power of Christ in them which gives tain a better resurrection”; they * ates pe 
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trial of cruel mockings and scourgis 
yea, moreover of bonds and impr 
ment”; they “were stoned, they 


them the victory. They endure “as see- 
ing him who is invisible” (Heb. 11:27). 
They look for “the recompence of the 


of the school may be increased. 
Then a further benefit of teacher 
training is that it helps create and main- 
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sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain 
ith the sword ... being destitute, af- 
sicted, tormented” (Heb, 11:35-37). This 
description of sadistic persecution fits 
e present age. Wherever despots rule, 
ere we find persecuted Christians 
illustrating the power and glory of the 
ospel. And wherever Christians suffer 
ind die they prove the words of Paul 
9 be true in every age that neither 
ibulation, or distress, or persecution, 
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
word... nor principalities, nor powers 
,,. Shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jeus our Lord” (Rom. 8:35-39). And 
wherever Christians escape persecution 
not only should they glory in the “pa- 
tince and faith” of those who endure, 
but grateful for their freedom, they 
might well pray the prayer of the 
Psalmist, ‘Deliver me... from them that 
persecute me !” m 
One converted Jewess, writing to The 
Friends of Israel Relief Committee, Inc., 
from Shanghai, China, whither she had 
escaped from Germany with some mem- 
bers of her family, says in effect, “It 
was worth the loss of all property and 
banishment from our native land to have 
found salvation in Christ here in China.” 
Similar testimony comes to our Com- 
mittee from many lands where we are 
sisting refugees. Our Committee has 
been contacting and relieving refugees 
hrough the missionary organizations of 
e Church of Scotland and the Church 
of England, which have missions in Eu- 
rope, and also through certain interde- 
mominational and international Hebrew 
Christian associations of Britain. These 
missions to Jews and Jewish Christians 
in England to which our Committee 
sends money are well established and 
have on their directing boards some of 
he best known and most responsible 
ifthe ministers and laymen of England. 
hus all donors to the work of The 
iends of Israel Refugee Relief Com- 
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; are Seimey were intended. 
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entratiagiy our Committee is the relief of refu- 
orance @igees who came to the British Isles be- 
of the@Mitore the war. The home office of the 
y is COMMBritish Government holds the mission- 
re driv@iiy and other societies responsible for 
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me care of these people who came to 
hey ke@iMMritain to escape the persecutions of the 
each Mazi régime. The war “froze” them 
power @iitere, They cannot now escape or be 
urch, att to other lands. The Churches of 
and COM@@tgland and Scotland which so gener- 
usly undertook to help these homeless 
lugees are now, because of the war, 
lable to feed, clothe, and care for 
ise thousands of refugees, and are 
ealing to the churches of the United 
tes, The government of the United 
tes permits The Friends of Israel 
flugee Relief Committee to send money 
a credit to reliable organizations in 
“gland and Scotland for relief. 
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From the Brighton Gospel Witness to 
Israel, interdenominational, Hove, Sus- 
sex, England, comes the following let- 
ter: “My dear Brother Berman: Very 
many thanks for your kind letter and 
generous gifts of one hundred pounds 
for needy Hebrew Christians and Jewish 
refugees. It has been my privilege, as 
well as my son’s, the Rev. Ernest Siten- 
hof, to help many in need and not a few 
in distress. ‘The money which the 
friends in America have sent us through 
you will enable us to minister to a 
goodly number of the Lord’s brethren 
in the flesh as well as among those that 
are of the household of faith.” 

And then the writer goes on to give 
examples and incidents of relief fur- 
nished. “A Jewish couple which I met 
while giving away Gospel tracts told 


me that they were looking for an Eng- ° 


lish teacher. I invited them to the mis- 
sion. They had escaped from Poland. 
They were taken one night with their 
three children and forced into no man’s 
land. His thirty-year-old bakery, his 
two houses as well as all his other be- 
longings, had to be left to the Nazi 
rogues. For nine months they suffered 
terrible privations, sleeping in barns and 
receiving little food. Through the aid 
of friends they were enabled to reach 
England just before the war was de- 
clared.” The writer then goes on to tell 
how he was able to get the man a posi- 
tion in a bakery and how they were 
given some necessities of life. “As they 
had no furniture, no blankets, and little 


‘winter clothing, I was able to supply 


many of these urgent needs and some 
small comforts.” They are now vitally 
interested in Christ as the Jewish Mes- 
siah. After telling of the interest and 
conversion of other refugees the writer 
concludes, “May God bless you richly 
in your good work and reward you and 
the friends for the help you are giving 
us in our work of faith and labor of 
love.” 

These missions have been the means of 
bringing hundreds of Jews to faith and 
life in Christ. The Friends of Israel 
Refugee Relief Committee, Inc., has sent 
thirteen hundred pounds to England, 
Scotland, and Palestine in recent months. 
By the time this article is printed this 
amount will all have been spent in the 
relief of terrible suffering of body and 
mind. 

As we contemplate the tragedy of the 
Jews and Jewish Christians over the 
face of the earth today we, like Paul, 
can “glory” in their “patience and faith” 
in all their “persecutions and tribula- 
tions.” They illustrate to us the sus- 
taining power of Christ as He indwells 
the believing soul. “We are bound to 
thank God always... because that your 
faith groweth exceedingly,” and we 
should thank God that up to the pres- 
ent our faith is not tested unto death. 
Many are being persecuted today who 
will join the “great multitude, which no 
man could number, of all nations and 
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kindreds, and people, and tongues” 
which “stood before . the Lamb, 


clothed with white robes, and palms in 
their hands . . . saying, Salvation to our 
God which sitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb” (Rev. 7:9, 10). 

To our Canadian friends who are not 
permitted to send money to the United 
States, but who wish to have a part in 
this ministry with us we would ask that 
you mail your gifts to the Rev. P. N. 
Dobson, D.D., Alma College, St. Thomas, 
Ont., Canada. All such gifts will go to 
England, Scotland, or Palestine for refu- 
gee work among the Jews and Jewish 
Christians. To American friends, we 
ask that all gifts be sent to Mr. Allan 
Sutherland, Treasurer, Friends of Israel 
Refugee Relief Committee, Inc., 710 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Sunday School in 1941 
By E. Edmunds 


T IS somewhat difficult for people in 

England to know which of the many 
conditions and changes, due to the war, 
would be of interest to American 
friends. 

Would you care to accompany a Sun- 
day school teacher on an April Sunday 
afternoon, as she sets out from home? 
She is a rather absent-minded teacher, 
so a voice floats after her, “Have you 
your gas mask, and the key of the 
piano?” 

“Yes, thank you.” 

There has been an Alert and the All 
Clear has just sounded on the local siren, 
so you will meet a number of Civil 
Defense workers returning home for their 
delayed Sunday dinners, their honest, 
cheerful, country faces beneath “tin 
hats.” These steel helmets are painted 
with letters signifying their duties; for 
example, M for Messenger or W for 
Warden. A few Red Cross nurses and 
St. John’s Ambulance men will also be 
hurrying home, and Special Constables 
in their trim navy uniforms. Soon you 
will be joined by some of the children. 
What do you think they will say? Prob- 
ably nothing about the Alert unless 
something very interesting has hap- 
pened. They will not think enemy 
planes having been overhead worthy 
of comment. But they will be most 
anxious to tell you, “Mummy made this 
dress for me.” “My Dad says, ‘So many 
fogs in March, so many frosts in May.” 
“Oh, I’ve forgotten my Bible.” “Have 
you had another letter from Eunice?” 
“May I carry your books?” and, “Vera is 
going to bring a new scholar this after- 
noon.” 

You may pass a company of the Home 
Guard marching along in their battle 
dress, their familiar faces looking dif- 
ferent under their tin hats. 

Turn to the right just beyond the air 


(Continued on page 536) 
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LESSON 2. JULY 13. CHRISTIANITY EXPANDS IN ASIA 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 19:1 to 21:17; printed text, Acts 19:8-10, 23-32 
Golden Text.—So mightily grew the word of God and prevailed.—Acts 19': 20 


—<———— 











The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Acts 19:8-10, 23-32 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Acts 19:8 And he went into the synagogue, and spake boldly 
for the space of three months, disputing and persuading the 
things concerning the kingdom of God. 

9 But when divers were hardened, and believed not, but spake 
evil of that way before the multitude, he departed from them, 
and separated the disciples, disputing daily in the school of one 
Tyrannus. 

10 And this continued by the space of two years; so that all 
they which dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, 
both Jews and Greeks. 


23 And the same time there arose no small stir about that way. 

24 For a certain man named Demetrius, a silversmith, which 
made silver shrines for Diana, brought no small gain unto the 
craftsmen; 

25 Whom he called together with the workmen of like occupa- 
tion, and said, Sirs, ye know that by this craft we have our 
wealth. 

26. Moreover ye see and hear, that not alone at Ephesus, but 
almost throughout all Asia, this Paul hath persuaded and turned 
away much people, saying that they be no gods, which are made 
with hands: 

27 So that not only this our craft is in danger to be set at 
nought; but also that the temple of the great goddess Diana 
should be despised, and her magnificence should be destroyed, 
whom all Asia and the world worshippeth. 

28 And when they heard these sayings, they were full of wrath, 
and cried out, saying, Great is Diana of the Ephesians. 

29 And the whole city was filled with confusion: and having 
caught Gaius and Aristarchus, men of Macedonia, Paul’s com- 
panions in travel, they rushed with one accord into the theatre. 

30 And when Paul would have entered in unto the people, 
the disciples suffered him not. 

31 And certain of the chief of Asia, which were his friends, 
sent unto him, desiring him that he would not adventure him- 
self into the theatre. 

32 Some therefore cried one thing, and some another: for the 
assembly was confused; and the more part knew not wherefore 
they were come together. 
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AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 
Acts 19:8 And he entered into the synagogue, and spake boldly 
for the space of three months, reasoning and persuading as to 
the things concerning the kingdom of God. 9 But when some 
were hardened and disobedient, speaking evil of the Way before 
the multitude, he departed from them, and separated the dis. 
ciples, reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus. 10 And this 
continued for the space of two years; so that all they that dwelt 
in Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks. 
23 And about that time there arose no small stir concerning 
the Way. 24 For a certain man named Demetrius, a silversmith, 
who made silver shrines of ! Diana, brought no little business 
unto the craftsmen; 25 whom he gathered together, with the 
workmen of like occupation, and said, Sirs, ye know that by 
this business we havesour wealth. 26 And ye see and hear, 
that not alone at Ephesus, but almost throughout all Asia, this 
Paul hath persuaded and turned away much people, saying that 
they are no gods, that are made with hands: 27 and not only 
is there danger that this our trade come into disrepute; but also 
that the temple of the great goddess !Diana be made of no 
account, and that she should even be deposed from her magnifi- 
cence whom all Asia and *the world worshippeth. 28 And when 
they heard this they were filled with wrath, and cried out, 
saying, Great is ' Diana of the Ephesians. 29 And the city was 
filled with the confusion: and they rushed with one accord into 
the theatre, having seized Gaius and Aristarchus, men of Mace- 
donia, Paul’s companions in travel. 30 And when Paul was 
minded to enter in unto the people, the disciples suffered him 
not. 31 And certain also of the *Asiarchs, being his friends, 
sent unto him and besought him not to adventure himself into 
the theatre. 32 Some therefore cried one thing, and some an- 
other: for the assembly was in confusion; and the more part 
knew not wherefore they were come together. 
1Gr., Artemis. 2Gr., the inhabited earth. * That is, officers 
having charge of festivals, etc., in the Roman province of Asia. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


FTER evangelizing in Macedonia 
A and Achaia, and_ establishing 

churches in Philippi, Thessa- 
lonica, Berea, Corinth, and possibly 
other cities, Paul and his companions 
made their way back to Antioch and 
there reported to the church the prog- 
ress of the Gospel. Thus his second mis- 
sionary journey had come to an end 
(Acts 18:22, 23). Shortly after this, the 
apostle started forth upon his third, and 
last, journey prior to his arrest in Jeru- 
salem. Apollos, “an eloquent man, and 
mighty in the [Jewish] scriptures” (Acts 
18:24), had been led into fuller light 
through Priscilla and Aquila at Ephesus. 
He left there and passed over to Corinth, 
where he was received as a teacher of 
the new faith and where he gave valu- 
able ministry of an edifying character. 
While he was still laboring there, Paul, 


after visiting various places between 
Antioch and Ephesus, came to the latter 
city and contacted the group of Apollos’ 
disciples and was used of God to lead 
them into clear Gospel light. 


The Historical Setting 


The events recorded in Acts 19 took 
place during a period of some three and 
a half years, from A. D. 54 to 58. They 
were some of the most fruitful years of 
Paul’s long ministry. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 19:8—“Things concerning the 
kingdom of God.” In the synagogue at 
Ephesus Paul was permitted for three 
months to hold forth boldly, proclaiming 
the message of the Kingdom of God, in 
its spiritual form as set forth by the 
Lord ere He ascended (Acts 1:3). This 
was e call for men to recognize the 
Lord Jesus Christ as rightful ruler, and 
by receiving Him as Saviour to enter 
into that realm where He holds sway. 


Verse 9.—“Divers were hardened, and 
believed not.” The same sun that softens 


the wax, hardens the clay. While some 
were brought to repentance and saved, 
others resisted the message of grace and 
were hardened in their sins. So today 
we speak of some as “Gospel-hardened.” 
They have heard and refused the mes 
sage so often that it no longer makes 
any impression upon them. Such 4s 
these often become the bitterest enemies 
of the truth. In this instance, they re 
viled the preacher and the message, and, 
as a result, Paul decided the time had 
come to meet in an independent build- 
ing, a schoolhouse used by a man named 
Tyrannus, a Gentile. 


Verse 10.—“All they which dwelt in 
Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus. 
The entire province was stirred by the 
great gatherings in Ephesus, and the 
Good News carried by converts and 
others who had heard it penetrated int 
every part of Asia. Thus, when His own 
time had come, God enabled Paul to 
accomplish in two years what might 
otherwise never have occurred at all- 
an entire province was evange 
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Lesson for July 13 


Verse 23.—“There arose no small stir 
qgbout that way.” This was the name 
given to the Christian message in the 
peginning. It was designated the Way, 
pecause it purported to show the true 
way of life. So great had been its vic- 
tories, as recorded in verses 11 to 22, 
and so many had been converted that 
it affected greatly the trade in images 
of Diana, the mother-goddess of Ephe- 
sus. This led to a protest on the part 
of the silversmiths, whose business was 
falling off. 


Verse 24.—“Demetrius, a silversmith, 
which made silver shrines for Diana.” 
Diana, the moon goddess, was worshiped 
by the pagan populace of Ephesus with 
fanatical fervor. Visitors to the cities 
as well as residents bought the silver 
images made by Demetrius and others 
and cherished them for idolatrous use. 
Ii is easy to see how this illicit business 
enriched its producers, and how the 
Gospel made serious inroads on their 
ill-gotten gains, and so produced bitter 
discontent and enmity in their hearts. 


Verse 25.—“By this craft we have our 
wealth.” Touch a man’s pocketbook and 
you touch his heart. Moved by covet- 
ousness, Demetrius had little difficulty 
in stirring up the indignation of his 
fellow craftsmen against Paul and the 
Gospel that he preached. 


Verse 26.—‘This Paul hath .. . turned 
away much people, saying that they be 
no gods, which are made with hands.” 
Nothing could be truer than this charge 
against the apostle (Acts 17:29; 1 Cor. 
10:19, 20), and probably no one realized 
the. truthfulness of what Paul taught 
more than Demetrius and his associates, 
who must often have chuckled contemp- 
tuously at the superstition of their cus- 
tomers, who would venerate a bit of 
silver which they themselves had fash- 
ioned into an idol. 


Verse 27.—“Our craft is in danger to 
be set at nought.” This is ever the cry 
of the charlatan, who endeavors to en- 
tith himself by preying upon the fears 
and superstitions of mankind. The clear 
light of; the Gospel reveals all these 
deceitful cults as they really are, and 
seis men free from their baneful influ- 
ence, so that they no longer pour their 
Money into the coffers of the deceivers 
who have no concern whatever about 
the soul of their dupes, but whose covet- 
ous practices (2 Pet. 2:3) cry aloud for 
ludgment. They love the wages of un- 
righteousness and resent any interfer- 
fice with their unholy gains. 


Verse 28—“Great is Diana of the 
Ephesians.” Wrought up to frenzy by 
the speech of Demetrius, the fanatical 
mob shouted their acclamation of the 
Goddess whose image (a great black 
Meteorite) was supposed to have fallen 
down from Heaven and in whose honor 
4 great temple, one of the Seven Won- 
ders of the ancient World, had been 
built at Ephesus, 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


. (15) July 13.—Christianity Expands in 
Acts 19:1 to 21:17 
. (16) July 20.—The Responsibility of 
the Church Regarding Beverage 
Alcohol. 1 Corinthians 5:9-13; Titus 2:1-8 
. (17) July 27.—The Holy Spirit In- 
spires New Testament Letters. Gal- 
atians 1:11, 12; 1 Thessalonians 2: 
13; 2 Timothy 3:14-17; 2 Peter 3:14- 
16; Jude 3 
. (18) August 3.—Paul Preaches Faith 
in Christ ..Romans 3:21-31; 5:1, 2; 
Galatians 3:1-29 
. (19) August 10.—James Teaches Con- 
sistent Christian Living. 
The Epistle of James 
. (20) August 17.—Peter Encourages 
Suffering Christians. 
1 Peter 4:12-19; 5:6-11. 
. (21) August 24.—The Writer of He- 
brews Explains the New Covenant. 
Hebrews 8:1 to 10:18 
. (22) August 31.—John Urges Chris- 
tian Love .... .The Epistles of John. 
. (23) September 7.—Revelation: A 
Message to Persecuted Churches. 
Revelation 1 to 3 








Verse 29.—“Having caught Gaius and 
Aristarchus, men of Macedonia.” These 
were two Macedonian converts men- 
tioned elsewhere in Scripture (Acts 20:4; 
27:2; Col. 4:10), who sometimes accom- 
panied Paul on his missionary tours. 
The Ephesian mob laid hold on them 
when unable to apprehend the apostle 
himself. 


Verse 30.—‘The disciples suffered him 
not.” Paul, free of any taint of cow- 
ardice, would have pushed his way into 
the midst of the crowd, hoping doubt- 
less to impress them by an address, but 
his friends urged him not thus to en- 
danger his life and liberty and so re- 
strained him. 


Verse 31.—“Certain of the chief of 
Asia, which were his friends.” These 
were officials under the Roman Govern- 
ment known as Asiarchs, who had been 
impressed favorably by Paul’s attitude 
and message. 


Verse 32.—‘The more part knew not 
wherefore they were come together.” 
It is a true illustration of mob psychol- 
ogy. Under the influence of excite- 
ment and inflammatory harangues, men 
may be aroused to intense emotion and 
to deeds of violence, who do not actually 
understand the question at issue. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Wherever God is working in power in 
the awakening and salvation of the lost, 
we may expect to see Satanic opposition 
developed, and this often of the most 
cruel and unreasonable character. The 
hearts of unsaved men, already at en- 
mity against God, are easily aroused to 
open hostility when the Gospel of His 
grace is being proclaimed and souls are 


* 599 


being won for Christ. Nothing so en- 
rages the ungodly as to be called upon 
to repent and face their sins in His 
presence, and nothing so emphasizes the 
falsity of fleshly religion as the mani- 
festation of the regenerating power of 
the Holy Spirit. We need not, therefore, 
be surprised or disappointed when we 
find our best efforts to win men for Christ 
misunderstood and our love repaid by 
hatred. This is the way the world 
treated Christ, and we may expect to 
find it the same in unrelenting hostility 
to God that He did. 
A Lesson Outline 
IDOLATRY 

Forbidden of God (Exod. 20:3-5) 
Its absurdity (Isa. 44:9-17) 
Its wickedness (Deut. 17: 2-5) 
Its uselessness (Isa. 46:1, 2) 
Its powerlessness (1 Kings 18:25-29) 
An idol is nothing (1 Cor. 8:4) 
The expression of demonism (1 Cor. 10: 

20) 


Christians to have no fellowship with 
idolatry (1 Cor. 10:21) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Why did Paul rebaptize the Ephesian 
disciples of John? These were clearly 
Jewish disciples—not Christian — the 
fruit of the labors of Apollos, or some 
may possibly have been in Palestine in 
the days of John the Baptist and been 
baptized by him. Apollos was carrying 
the message of the coming Messiah to 
the Jews of the dispersion. John’s bap- 
tism was unto repentance. When Paul 
learned of the true condition of these 
disciples, he opened up the Gospel of 
the crucified and risen Christ, and they 
were baptized, as He had commanded, 
when they believed the message. The 
Holy Spirit sealed them and baptized 
them into the body of Christ. 


Applications and Summaries 


All believers now receive the Holy 
Spirit when they trust in Christ (Eph. 
1:13, R. V.). 

We make no mistake when we wait 
God’s time. Paul was ready to go into 
Asia long before, but the field was not 
yet prepared for the seed. 


When His servant entered into Ephe- 
sus, as divinely directed, the Lord 
wrought mightily and many were 
brought to a saving knowledge of Christ. 

Believers are called to separation 
when the truth of God’s Word is no 
longer tolerated. Then the only thing 
to do is to come out from among the 
opponents of the Gospel and be separate. 

The advocates of false religious sys- 
tems are always concerned when the 
craft is in danger. He who preaches the 
truth of God need not worry about tem- 
poral remuneration if he trusts in the 
One who sends him out, 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Dr. Ironside, Mrs. 
Low, and Mrs. Borchardt. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to differ- 
ent members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


HAT was Paul’s theme in Ephesus? 
2. What was the result as Paul told 
of the reign of Christ? 


3. What was the “way” mentioned in 
verses 9 and 23? See also Acts 22:4 and 24: 
14. 


4. Why are some hardened by the hear- 
ing of the Gospel? 


5. What was “the word of the Lord Jesus” 
mentioned in verse 10? 


6. What was the chief complaint of De- 
metrius against Paul? 



























7, Who was the great goddess Diana of 
Ephesus? 

8. Why did it alarm the Ephesians when 
it was suggested that “the temple of the 
great goddess Diana should be despised, 
and her magnificence should be destroyed’? 


9. Why did Paul’s friends try to keep him 
from going into the theater? 


10. What is a balanced relationship be- 
tween business and religion? 












Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 533 of this issue. 


ys 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
A for this department; one dollar is paid for 
































each illustration accepted, and two dol- 
lars for the best one each week. But readers 
are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet ex- 
plaining the conditions of this department. The 
full list of lessons for the year, with this leaf- 
let, will be sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure 
to note the conditions means that good illus- 
trations are constantly having to be rejected by 
the editors, which might otherwise be avail- 
able. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 

Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 

In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


Fatal Gentleness.—And he ... spake 
boldly (Acts 19:8). The story is told of 
a preacher in a fashionable church who 
wanted to be popular and not hurt the 
feelings and sensibilities .of his people, 
and so his exhortation to them went 
along this wise, “You had better repent, 
as it were; and be converted, in a meas- 
ure; or you'll be damned, to some ex- 
tent.”"—From the Christian Beacon. Sent 
by Mrs. Robert Vining, Piedmont, W. 
Va. 























The Weight of Past Rejections.—But 
when divers were hardened (v. 9). A 
famous scientist tells of how, in the 
course of his experiments in the moun- 
tains, he used to be lowered over a 
precipice. He would step into the bas- 
ket, and the men would lower him for 
his work; but whenever they lowered 
him, they would always test his weight 
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to see whether they could lift him again. 
One day they let him down farther and 
farther than ever before, until all the 
rope at their command was exhausted. 
When his day’s work was done, he gave 
the signal. When they took hold of the 
rope to lift him, they could not do so. 
They tugged and pulled and strained, 
but they could not manage it. So he 
had to wait until they got additional 
men to pull him up, and the scientist 
says that the reason they could not lift 
him was that they had failed to take 
into consideration the length and weight 
of the rope. I know why a man of 
fifty years of age has a hard time to 
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The Sunday School Times. Sent ty d faded 
Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. ter exar 

Sensitive Pocketbooks—Our craft jp W°' 
in danger to be set at nought (vy. 2%). ut it — 
Self-interest often leads men-to oppose Me™ © 
the truth. A missionary wrote: “On. je"! mal 
man was very indignant on hearing the prgement 
sin and folly of idol worship expose: M8" i 
the native brother who was speaking ake a Ii 
coolly replied, ‘I suppose you are , qemu" ‘ 
maker of images?’ ‘Yes!’ exclaimed presbyter. 
voice from ‘the crowd; ‘he makes ané prem, 
sells them for four annas apiece,” {| @@ Barking 
thought so,’ said the native brother; ‘he Ho mighti 
is afraid lest any should be persuaded Mprevailed 





Word does not affect the truth it con- 
tains. 
is a fool who thinks, because he doesn't 
believe in a hell, that his opinion shuts 
the door and puts the fire out.”—From 


city was filled with confusion (vs, 2%, 
29). We read the other day of a man 
who had rigged up a dynamo-battery 
system to operate an electric light for his 
room. After a while the light “flickered 


As Billy Sunday said, “A man 





“There arose no small stir about that Way.” 
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The Jesus WAY is the SWAY of Jesus 
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surrender. The reason is that he must °t to buy his images; that is the reason jas on ¢ 
always lift against his past refusals. You ¢ is so angry with us.’ This remark MMlways su 
say, “No,” and your heart is hardened; excited such a general laugh at the MBneering r 
you say, “No,” and your will becomes idol maker that for shame he retired Mer. Afte 
stubborn, and if you are finally lost, the fom the crowd and gave us no more MMsked the 
responsibility is not with God.—From J. trouble.”—Source unknown. Sent by Home dow 
Wilbur Chapman, in the King’s Busi- Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng; Mudge dro} 
ness. Sent by Mrs. Robert Vining, Pied- and Laura Emerson, Marion, Ind. bis nap ; 
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Unbelief Doesn’t Change Truth—And They cried out, saying, Great is Hives a w 
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d faded.” A friend was called in, and 
ter examination he told him that his 
ant would never again run a light, 
ut it might run a call bell. It wasn't 
rong enough to make a light, but it 
ould make a noise. This needs no en- 
argement. We have all seen samples of 
ligion that weren’t strong enough to 
ake a light but that could make any 
ount of noise—From Herald and 
presbyter. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
etcham, Surrey, Eng. 











Barking Doesn’t Disturb the Moon.— 








r: ‘he Bo mightily grew the word of God and 
1aded prevailed (Golden Text). A judge who 
eason Mas on circuit at a certain town was 
mark plways sure of being annoyed by some 





neering remarks from a conceited law- 








tired Mer. After one such occasion, someone 
more Iapsked the judge at dinner, why he didn’t 
t by Home down strong on the fellow. The 
Eng; Mudge dropped his knife and fork, placed 





his chin on his hands, and his elbows 
in the table as he gave emphasis to his 
ory: “Up in our town,” he said, “there 
ives a widow who has a dog which, 
vzhenever the moon shines, goes out and 
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's, 28, Marks and barks at it all night.” Stop- 
| Man Hing short he quietly began eating again. 
attery Hne of the company asked, “Well, Judge, 
or his Hyhat about the dog and the moon?” 
kered #Oh, the moon kept on shining,” he said. 
From the Sunday School Chronicle. 
mm Bent by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 





When a Priest Heard the Gospel.— 
so mightily grew the word of God and 
prevailed (Golden Text). A few years 
go a Catholic priest, a native of Cuba, 
vas stationed in Colombia, S. A. When 
he returned to Cuba on a visit, out of 
uriosity he went into a Baptist chapel 
d heard a Cuban Baptist preacher tell 
he story of salvation through faith in 
esus Christ. It was a new and strange 
ory to this priest of Rome. He at once 
losed with the offer of redemption by 
imple faith in Christ and was glori- 
uly saved. He went back to Colombia 
)preach a strange, new Gospel. People 
tre saved, and there sprang up here 
dthere little groups of believers. Not 
mowing what to do with them, the éex- 
priest wrote to Dr. M. N. McCall, Super- 
Mtendent of Baptist work in Cuba, to 
me and baptize his converts. Dr. Mc- 
al went, and now throughout Colom- 
a there are small groups of baptized 
klievers—From the Commission. Sent 
Mabel K. Beeker, Newport, Ky. Prize 
ustration. 


























Persecution’s Blessing.—So mightily 
yew the word of God and prevailed 
Golden Text). The work among Jew- 
M refugees in Shanghai, in which the 
inistian Alliance is engaged, is bearing 
rut. From eighty to a hundred Jews 
“end these meetings, and recently 
etleen men and eleven women were 
aptized, all wearing white Chinese 
pwns. Some of them were men of fine 
fucation, with good homes and good in- 
‘mes in their European countries, and 
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all say that if it had not been for the 
persecution they never would have 
found Christ. One brother still limps 
as a result of the bayonet stabs in the 
leg which were given him in Germany. 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Mrs. S. Otis Roe, Lynn, Mass. 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Hardening Process.—When divers 
were hardened, and ... spake evil of 
that way (v. 9). Years ago we had in 
our church two prominent businessmen 
of the town. They rarely missed a serv- 
ice for years. Yet they never joined 
the church or did a thing, but always 
came. In speaking of them in the church 
connection they were described as 
“Gospel-hardened.” 

While the “divers” in our text were 
hardened, they were not like these 
Coatesville men, “Gospel-hardened.” 
The church attenders could have been 
compared to the hardened butter just 
out of the ice box —difficult to spread 
but tasty once it is softened a little. 

The “divers” had in their hardening 
the quality of tempered steel, such as 
is used in safes and which defies the 


edges of the burglar’s drills! (2 Tim. 
3:8; Prov. 29:1.) 
This hardening spells hate. We have 


had it in full exhibition in recent years 
in Russia. They destroyed churches and 
killed priests and nuns. Later the hard- 
ened government began destroying its 
own members, including some of its 
generals, by lining them against a wall 
and shooting them. 

We often wonder how the prize fight- 
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ers, wrestlers, and football players can 
stand up against each other under the 
blows, squeezes, and tackles. But when 
we remember these contestants undergo 
days of careful training to harden them- 
selves for the ordeal, we are not so mys- 
tified. 

The missionaries of the early days and 
the ministers of the modern days have 
had “hard nuts to crack.” The “shells” 
are Devil-hardened. There is no sport 
trainer more expert in toughening hu- 
man fiber than Mr. Devil. I pity the 
man who puts himself in the Devil’s 
training camp or gym. Even the apos- 
tles’ miraeles could make no impression. 


Contempt and Dislike.—This Paul (v. 
26). Here we have Contempt and Dis- 
like expressing themselves in two words 
of four letters—a striking example of 
the power of a word. The Holy Spirit 
in referring to the Lord Jesus as the 
Word was giving Him a name that 
meant Power. All Christian workers 
know there is power in the Word (1 
Thess. 1:5; Heb. 4:12). 

Here is a story that shows that even 
in these modern days it does not pay 
to be contemptuous. “This Paul,” had 
led the world into a Christian civiliza- 
tion. Behold the great cathedral of St. 
Paul’s in the world’s greatest city. The 
great city of Ephesus would be forgot- 
ten but for “This Paul.” Where the 
temple of Diana, one of the seven won- 
ders of the world, stood is a swampy 
frog pond. (2 Chron. 16:9; Zech. 4:10.) 

Some years ago baseball, theatrical, 
and commercial sporting interests made 
an assault upon the old Pennsylvania 
“Blue Laws.” Dr. Forney, the head of 
the Lord’s Day Alliance for the State 








The Golden Text in Song 


— a 20 


ROBERT HARKNESS 
~~ =, lla 





~~) vo: a tae 


a we 





Daal St cediecall 











| 
oiteeiedl = Ly 
4 mamas ne eed Saameeiiesuail }—4 4 
iss zz Se ee 
~e 








-. 


pat 


| 
Bs might-i-ly grew the word of God and pre-vailed. 


Ps 


“d. 


F eB | an a a, 



































le El ‘grew the cnt 


5a —— ==". 


| 








III-241 


. Copyright, 1941, by Robert Harkness. 


vailed, 


pre - 







ai, 


International Copyright secured. 


Better hymn playing is assured through the study of the Evangelistic Hymn Playing Course, 


composed, arranged, and directed by Robert Harkness. 
also offers a Beginner’s Hymn rg oe Course for piano and organ. 
P. O. 


Send for free details. Mr. Harkness 


Address Robert Harkness, 


x 204, South Pasadena, Calif. 


532 * 


rallied the Christian forces to the de- 
fense of the Lord’s Day. 

The sponsors of the legislation asked 
for Sunday baseball. But they made 
no secret of the fact that they were 
after a “wide open Sunday” and this 
was just “the opening wedge.” They 
got the wide open Sunday at the next 
legislature, with the help of the Gov- 
ernor. 

A group of us came before the Senate 
in opposition to this desecration of the 
Lord’s Day. The Methodist Church, the 
Woman’s Christian Temperance Union 
and other societies, the Sunday schools, 
the young people’s societies, were rep- 
resented by leading men and women. I 
spoke for the Men’s Bible Classes and 
the Young Men’s Christian Association. 
I appealed in person to the Republican 
leaders, telling them if the bill was 
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passed it would defeat the party. We 
were held in contempt by the party 
bosses, and the bill was passed, and the 
State has Sunday theaters in full blast. 
But the party got the worst defeat in 
the history of the State because the de- 
spised “church people” did not go to 
the polls and vote. 

When I was in politics our Leader 
(Boss) told us (his Lieutenants) never 
to do anything to offend the Presbyte- 
rian Scotch-Irish, the Pennsylvania 
Dutch, or the Philadelphia Quakers, if 
we wanted to be successful in elections. 


The Ephesian Fever.—Great is Diana 
of the Ephesians (v. 28). Have you ever 
been in a crowd of college students 
when some popular professor or student 
was being “banished,” after the manner 
of Aristides of Ancient Athens—as the 
students supposed. The boys and girls 
yell without ceasing, “We want Smitty !” 
“We want Smitty!” “We want Smitty !” 
Or whatever his name happens to be. 

“Well, you see the modern collegiate 
style is nothing new. The technique of 
ancient Ephesus is the same as that of 
Old Siwash and the University of Sque- 
dunk! Yes, while going about hatless 
for the boys and emigrant-handkerchief- 
on-the-head for the girls may be non- 
sensical, modern, and pin-feathery, the 
continual mass yell is “old stuff.” 

Diana with all her “greatness” and her 
lovely temple is gone. The last time I 
saw Diana she was on top of the old 
Madison Square Garden over New York. 

In spite of the opposition Paul founded 
a fine church at Ephesus. We like to 
read his splendid letters to it. The sec- 
ond chapter in Revelation starts off with 
a nice bouquet for the Ephesian Church, 
but, like some other churches, it had 
left its “first love.” Perhaps prosperity 
cooled its love. We are not told. We 
all know men and women active in the 
Lord’s service while in the small place, 
but prosperity put them in the ice box. 
The King James scholars did not have 
our word “pep,” and so instead of hav- 
ing the Ephesus Church lose its “re- 
ligious pep” they translate “left thy 
first love.” (Gal. 6:9; Matt. 24:13.) 

The Gideons (Christian traveling 
men) while “on the road” are “hum- 
mers” for the Lord as well as “drum- 
mers” for the orders. When the Gideon’s 
religion lifts him to a higher home job 
he still preserves those good points, but 
he is often not so active with those 
with whom he comes in contact around 
town as he was while out on train and 
in hotel hunting business. The Ephesian 
fever ! 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments; for the writers of 
lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers as they are issued 
each week. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Barriers. 

Discussion: What are some of the bar. 
riers in your community that are hin. 
dering the free course of the Gospel? 

Objective: Keeping your eye on the 
Source of supply. 








AY, fellows, the march of the Gospel 

always has been and always will be 
confronted by barriers of one kind o 
another. The Water of Life makes its 
way from an Eternal Spring, but from 
the very start and until it reaches the 
Sea of Eternity there are obstructions 
that would seem to say, “You shall not 
Pass.” 


Tumbling out of the spring the stream 
starts merrily on its way, but suddenly it 
comes upon a big stone right in the path, 
and it has to back up; but more water 
comes from the source and there’s a pool 
formed that enables the stream to flow 
around the stone and again on its way, 
Farther along, a tree has fallen across 
the course and here it does seem the 
little river will have to stop, but again 
the source solves the problem: ever 
more water comes to meet the new and 
larger demand and the water rises and 
flows over the log. So it goes, ever a 
flowing tide that cannot be stemmed; 
it may have to spread in the lowlands, 
or tumble over cascades in the moun- 
tains, but on and on it flows until its 
destiny is fulfilled in the bosom of the 
sea. 

Fellows, that is your Gospel; it is in- 
vincible, irresistible —if you keep your 
eye on the Source. Stones and fallen 
trees, valleys and cascades will be met, 
but do not mind them; just look to the 
Source, believing and expecting, and 
sooner or later the inevitable supply will 
come to enable you to overcome. What- 
ever is needed will come, whether it be 
grace, power, means, friends, or wha 
not. 

Paul met a great frowning, threaten 
ing barrier when his Gospel touched the 
business interest of Demetrius the sil 
versmith. There is always a fight when 
the Gospel gets in the way of business. 
Demetrius summoned his fellow crafts 
men and said something like this to 
them: “Gentlemen, this thing is goin 
to hurt our business; we must stop % 
even if we have to raise a riot. Spr*s? 
the news that our great goddess, Diss 
is about to be discredited by this Pav 
and his Gospel of Jesus Christ: get tt 
people excited so they will run him out 
of the city.” It was business first, Dian 
next, with Demetrius and his fello¥ 
merchants. Diana, however, only got # 
at all because she made business. 

You will find it that way today. Hert 
is a supposedly Christian merchant wi 
will encourage the coming into his town 
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Lesson for July 13 


of a carnival to spend a week (some- 
times called a county fair) with all its 
accompaniment of gambling parapher- 
nalia and vicious side shows. His con- 
science tells him it is damaging to the 
moral life of the community, bringing 
to the young people practices and vile 
exhibitions they never looked on before; 
but it brings crowds of people to the 
town with money to spend, and some 
will come to his store and spend money 
he would never see if the carnival were 
shut out. It helps business. Here is a 
supposedly Christian man or woman 
with a piece of property—a_ vacant 
store. A man wants to lease it and sell 
liquor. Conscience says you cannot af- 
ford to let your property be used for 
such degrading purposes; but the place 
is vacant, and it helps business if it is 
rented. 

Fellows, if your clean, moral, spiritual 
life plans come upon snags like that, 
take your eyes off them and look at the 
Source, even Jesus Christ, and He will 
supply you the grace and the strength 
to overcome them — and flow on to the 
Goal He has planned for you. 

Avon Park, FLA. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou hast revealed to men in thy Word the 
pure truth, so that we need not be misled 
by false teaching. Help us, we pray thee, 
to discern the truth, and not to be con- 
fused by the voices of strange teachers who 
follow their own inventions. 
lutely put away from us every doctrine that 
is contrary to thy Word. Help us, we pray 
thee, to bear clear testimony to the truth 
in the midst of opposition, knowing that the 
truth should be plainly, lovingly, earnestly 
declared against whatever wrong teaching may 
be seeking to establish itself. In the name 
of the Lord Jesus we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Do you think the 
kind of things that were misleading the 
people of Ephesus are all in the past? 
Not a bit of it! A gypsy calls at your 
door to tell your fortune. Right off a 
city street is a place where you can be 








IN EPHESUS 


THE WORD pretauen MIGHTILY 


IN US? 





May we reso- ” 








taken in by fortune tellers. Down there 
oh the seashore resort boardwalk a 
crowd is gathered to bear a man tell you 
What the stars mean as a guide to your 
actions. In some places you can see a 
beautiful building given over to a set 
of teachings that deny the deity of 
Christ. There is no lack of false teach- 
ing all around us. Not enough bonfires 
of books carrying such teachings! False 
teaching leads straight to wrong living, 
away from Christ and His salvation. Are 
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we thankful enough for a Book that is 
true to the truth, and can always be 
counted on to guide us safely? Rest 
down hard upon it! Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—That your girls may learn to 
“offer the sacrifice of praise to God” 
(Heb. 13:15). 


Activity.—Let the girls report on their 
outlines of “abiding in Christ,’”’ and add 
Praise, “the fruit of our lips,’’ to the heart 
poster. 


Memory Verse.—‘‘Be ye doers of the 
word, and not hearers only” (Jas. 1:22). 











“Be YE Doers” 


é<7T*HERE is nothing more dangerous 

than impression without expres- 
sion.” Outlets should be provided for 
the inflow of ideas. Today the lesson 
may be concluded with testimonies of 
praise, and suggestions for the practice 
of praise during the week. “Work out” 
the salvation that “God ... worketh 
in” (Phil. 2:12, 13). Be doers, not only 
hearers. Be praisers of God, not only 
believers. 

“We had such a good time at church,” 
a neighbor rejoiced, “that I wish every- 
one had been there to enjoy the Lord 
with us.” 

Have you recently had a wonderful 
time in church as you listened to a 
servant of God expound Scripture and 
tell of things pertaining to the Kingdom? 
Did the Lord grow more real and pre- 
cious to you? That was the experi- 
ence. of many in Ephesus as Paul spoke 
boldly in the synagogue (Acts 19:8-10, 
23-32). 

As you enjoyed the Bible study did 
some of your associates scoff at you, 
or ask you why you chose church in- 
stead of the school dance, the traveling 
carnival, or some other activity that you 
knew would unfit you for a life of abid- 
ing with Christ? Did it hurt you be- 
cause these associates were hard and 
rude? Did it hurt because they did not 
know the Lord Jesus, too? 

As Paul disputed and persuaded in 
Ephesus, he had the assurance that he 
was sitting in “heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus” (Eph. 2:6), and he wanted to tell 
everyone he met that this privilege 
could also be theirs. No opposition 
could keep Paul quiet. When his syna- 
gogue audience “spake evil of” the Way 


whom Paul exalted, he found a new 


location and kept right on praising God. 

What was the result of his praise? 
Miracles were performed through the 
power of the Holy Ghost, miracles that 
could not be duplicated by man. A 
whole city was stirred; “the name of the 
Lord Jesus was magnified”; and “the 
word of God... prevailed.” How often 
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are modern cities thus stirred because 
someone praises God? 


Be YE PRalIsers! 


When James wrote our Memory Verse, 
he did not mean, “Be doers of good 
deeds in your own strength,” but, “Be 
ye doers through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, and for the glory of the Lord,” 
for when the Lord fills our presented 
bodies with His Spirit, He makes us do 
new things. 

What futile praise was that cry in 
Ephesus: “Great is Diana of the Ephe- 
sians.” Diana was a man-made figure, 
and in spite of the popular belief that 
the statue “fell down from Jupiter,” 
Diana could not forgive sin, or give 
noble purpose to lives. She could not 
live within her worshipers and empower 
them for service. This is equally true 
of any earthly tie that might keep a girb 
from God (Col. 3:1-4). 

Twice our text mentions confusion 
(vs. 29, 32). Confusion is always pres- 
ent where Christ is not known (Ezra 
9:7; Job 10:15; Psa. 71:1; Isa. 9:5, 6; 41: 
29; 45:16; Jer. 7:18-24; Dan. 9:8; 1 Cor. 
14: 38). 

It hurt Paul to hear the neédy cries 
of human souls as they directed their 
praise to that which was not God, and 
in the midst of confusion he longed to 
tell these sorry people how their hearts 
might be satisfied in Christ. 

Girls, if you were sure that your 
words of praise for what the Lord means 
to you would help your friends to know 
and love Him, wouldn’t you be willing 
to speak of Him more often? 

Assignment: For your notebooks find 
verses on Praise: how, why, where, 
when, and who, and see how Psalm 34: 
14, our next Memory Verse, is related 
to.a chapter on praise. Praisé verses 
(1 Chron. 29:13; Psa. 33:1; 35:28; 50:23; 
72:15; 119:164; 69:34; 145:10; Isa. 38:19; 
Dan. 2:23; Rev. 19:5; Heb. 13:15). 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 530) 


1. Paul’s theme was “the kingdom of 
God,” both the literal kingdom promised to 
the Jewish people (2 Sam. 7:13; Acts 1:6, 
7), and the reign of Christ in the hearts 
of: believers (Eph. 3:16, 17). 

2. Paul persuaded and turned away much 
people from vain worship of man-made 
creations to the risen, interceding Christ 
(Rom. 1:16), until even magicians and sor- 
cerers confessed and believed. 


3. The old way was by the blood offer- 
ing of animals, but that “way” which Paul 
preached was ‘“‘a new and living way, which 
he hath consecrated for us” (Heb. 10:20; 
John 14:6). 

4. Some are hardened by hearing the 
Gospel because they resist the Holy Spirit 
and so are given over to strong delusion. 

5. Paul’s preaching was definitely the 
Gospel of salvation (1 Cor. 2:2; 1 Cor. 15: 
1-4). 

6. That the preaching of the Gospel was 
ruining the business of the idol makers. 


7. Seemingly an image of Artemis. Her 
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image is believed to have fallen from 
Heaven, and she is the first woman to be 
worshiped as “‘Queen of Heaven.” 


8. The Temple of Diana at Ephesus was 
classed as one of the Seven Wonders of 
the World, and the worship of Diana was 
accompanied by great festivals to which 
throngs of worshipers came. The silver- 
smiths, however, were more concerned with 
their loss of income than with the decline 
of their religion. 


9. Because of fear of personal harm to 
Paul. But the Christian today should like- 
wise “fear to venture into the theater.” 


10. Our first business as Christians should 
be to glorify God. Any enterprise that 
conflicts with that should be adjusted or 
discarded (1 Cor. 10:31; Col. 3:17). 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Have you a disorderly class or depart- 
ment? We spoke of two causes of dis- 
order last week. Today we continue with 
(3) An unplanned or uninteresting lesson; 
(4) Lack of discretion in seating children. 











NTERESTED children are orderly. It 

is the child whose mind is wandering 
who gets into trouble. Maybe the les- 
son is poorly prepared, or the teacher 
talks over their heads. I have sat in a 
Primary class where the teacher taught 
a high school lesson to the poor little 
tots who didn’t know what it was all 
about. If you cannot talk so Primary 
children can understand you, teach an 
older class. God did not make every- 
body to teach little children. 

Why should seating make any dif- 
ference? Tommy is a live wire, quick 
as a flash, mind alert for every chance 
for action or mischief. Seated between 
two rather slow and_ serious-minded 
boys, he becomes just one boy to be 
kept interested, but seated next to an- 
other boy of the same type as himself, 
he is multiplied, not by two, but by as 
many more boys as are near them, and 
becomes a major disturbance. 

Mary is a giggler. Don’t put her next 
to Susie who also giggles continually. 
Use your common sense. If you have 
a boy or girl who is almost impossible, 
seat him or her up in front with you, 
not in disgrace, but to do something — 
count the children, mark an unofficial 
roll, give out song books, hold the offer- 
ing basket, or some other task. 


Goop-By, Pau! 


I knew a woman who started a Sun- 
day school in her home, and it grew 
and grew until it was a big school in 
a schoolhouse. Everybody loved her. 
She was a middle-aged woman with a 
sick husband. He died suddenly. Then 
Mrs. Chapin began to plan to go to 
India, for God had laid on her heart the 
Eurasian people. Her friends all told 
her how foolish she was. She was too 
old. No Board would send her out. But 
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she said God had called her and He 
would send her out. One day, to the 
amazement of everybody, a man bought 
her ranch, furniture, chickens, cow — 
everything, and paid her cash, much 
more than enough to go to India. Then 
she began to make arrangements to sail. 
Her friends then got desperate in trying 
to stop her. “Why, it is awful for her 
to go away off there alone, in a heathen 
country!” They cried and pleaded. 
Suppose she should die out there! One 
day she said to them, “I’m going to 
have to answer you as Paul did, ‘What 
mean ye to weep and break mine heart? 
for I am ready not to be bound only, 
but also to die at Jerusalem for the 
name of the Lord Jesus.’ I am ready not 
only to go to India to preach the Gospel, 
but also to die in India.” Their pro- 
tests ceased, and they all helped her get 
ready, but with tears. She sailed away 
where God led her; she was wonderfully 
used and blessed there, and she died 
there. 

Paul never came back from Jerusa- 
lem, but went on to Rome, where he 
died for Christ and the Gospel. 

How many of us are willing to go 
where God calls? 

Sing, “Where He Leads Me, I Will Fol- 
low,” making it a solemn pledge for the 
children who have accepted Christ, to 
go where He calls. Remember, God has 
often laid a call on the heart of a little 
child. 

MopestTo, CALIF. 


we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 
F ESTHER conducts the first part of 


this session as suggestede in last 
week’s: article, be sure that the ques- 


tions or topics for report and the names 


of the reporters are in her hands. 
Thank you, Esther. And thank all of 
you who helped today’s class to be in- 
teresting. Please find Acts 17:10, 11. 
Find two reasons why Luke praised the 
people of Berea: one with two r’s and 
the other with two s’s. Some *Sunday 
school classes have chosen the name 
“Bereans.” Why? Do you think God 
would like every class to pay attention 
to their teacher and read the Bible every 
day? One more verse that I want you 
to find and learn is James 1:22. Some 
classes have chosen a word in this verse 
for a name. Which do you think it is? 
Now let us go back to Mrs. Lydia. Was 
she a good listener? Can you find the 
words that say so? Was she a doer? — 
right off, as soon as she heard it? Some 
of you have been listening to the story 
of the Lord Jesus Christ for several 
years. Have you done anything about 
it? Have you believed and been bap- 
tized to show your loyalty to Him? The 
Lord may be opening your heart right 
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now to say, “Yes, Lord, I believe. You 
are my Saviour. I will follow you.” 

You have been hearing about reading 
the Bible every day. Will you be a 
doer? I will give you a list with at least 
one verse to read every day this week. 
How many will try to do the reading? 
Raise your hand right up high! (You 
may take as references Ephesians 4:25; 
4:26; 4:28; 4:29; 4:31, 32; 5:18, 19; 6:1-3, 
Children like to make an “X” in a little 
box when they have read each refer- 
ence.) Would some of you take a piece 
of heavy paper or cardboard, and make 
an attractive wall motto by lettering on 
it one of these verses: “Search the 
Scriptures daily” (based on Acts 17:11); 
2 Timothy 2:15; “Be ye doers of the 
word, and not hearers only” (Jas. 1:22)? 

Now‘ we are going to shut our eyes 
and take an imaginary trip to Ephesus 
in Asia. Oh, but before we start, I will 
show you on the map where we are go- 
ing. There is no city there now, only 
ruins and a little Turkish village. But 
we are going backward in time nearly 
two thousand years, as well as traveling 
several thousand miles. All ready! 
Whir-r-r-. Here we go! 

Ah, there is Ephesus. See how the 
harbor, dotted with its many trading 
boats, gleams in the sunlight! And look 
at that great temple with the columns 
at the head of the harbor! That is the 
Temple of Diana, one of the Seven Won- 
ders of the World. Inside there is an 
image of Diana which is supposed to 
have fallen from Heaven. Much silver 
and money are stored in the temple. The 
streets of the city are busy, thronged 
with people and passing caravans of 
goods, because this is a great trading 
center and the capital of the country. 
We go along the streets. Someone points 
out to us the Jewish synagogue. There 
is Tyrannus’ school. We see workshops 
where men are making for sale little 
silver models of Diana’s temple. The 
city has many magicians, too, who claim 
to heal the sick and charm evil spirits. 

“Are there any Christians here?” we 
ask a passer-by. “Yes,” he answers, 
“Paul has been here three years. He 
has proved that God has even more 
power than the magicians. You should 
have seen the big bonfire the Chris- 
tians made awhile ago!” We move on. 
Here on this hill is the great outdoor 
theater where the people assemble in 
town-meeting. There seems to be a 
large. crowd of people pressing into 
it, shouting, “Great is Diana of the Ephe- 
sians!” I wonder what is going on. 
Oh, it is time for class to end! 

Would you like to go back there next 
Sunday? You may pretend that you 
are some of Paul’s Christian neighbors. 
If you will tell from Acts 19:8-20 some 
of the remarkable things that have hap- 
pened, I will tell the story of what }s 
going on in the theater. 


FRANKFORT, MAINE. 








HE 
pres 
of light 
see Ch: 
and dis 
of terr 
that A 
out as 
force, 
been c 
flags ps 
should 
Americ 
from S 
diary b 
ing th 
setting 
buildin 
Board | 
crater | 
buildin 
Neve 
word ¢ 
carryin 
they g 
have b 
Positior 
where 
tracted 
in spit 
fort. I 
of Chi 
contro] 
appalli 
of hon 
from f 
structi 
In r 
Gener: 
comes 
asks a 
ducts 
high o 
hers, } 
on Ea: 
Person 





Lesson for July 13 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











July 20. III. What Is Happening to the Church 
in America? Matt. 24:4-14; Rom. 5:1-5. 


Sunday, July 13 


Il. What Is Happening to the Church in 
the Orient? 
(Dan. 7:13, 14; Matt. 5:11, 12) 





Mon.—Rehabilitation (Ezra 6:15-22). 

Tues.—Encouragement to persevere (Isa. 
52:1-6). 

Wed.—Establishment of peace (Mic. 4:1-5). 

Thurs.—Progress despite hardships (Acts 
14:19-23). 

Fri—A good example of sharing (2 Cor. 
8:1-6). 

Sat.—All one body in Christ (Eph. 2:14- 
18). 











HE Christian church in the Orient 

presents a picture in sharp contrasts 
of light and shadow. In free China we 
see Christian missions, bomb shattered 
and dislocated, but carrying on in spite 
of terrific odds: Often it has seemed 
that American missions were singled 
out as special targets of the Japanese air 
force, although mission buildings have 
been carefully marked with American 
flags painted on the roof tops, and thus 
should have enjoyed immunity. One 
American missionary writing late in 1940 
from Southwest China tells of six incen- 
diary bombs having been dropped, ruin- 
ing the hospital at his station and 
setting fire to dormitories and other 
buildings. Missionaries under another 
Board in the same town reported a bomb 
crater six feet from the corner of their 
building. 

Nevertheless in spite of this dark side, 
word comes that refugee Christians are 
carrying the Gospel message everywhere 
they go in free China, and the people 
have been greatly impressed by the dis- 
position of Christian missionaries every- 
where to open their stations to the dis- 
tracted, needy, and sick, and to stand by 
in spite of personal danger and discom- 
fort. It is believed that about four-fifths 
of Chinese territory is still under the 
control of the Chinese, but there is an 
appalling need for some twenty millions 
of homeless war orphans, and dangers 
from famine and disease and from de- 
struction are everywhere. 

In response to an inquiry concerning 
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek word 
comes that he reads his Bible daily, 
asks a blessing at every meal, and con- 
ducts family prayers. When he invites 
high officials of the government for din- 
hers, he never serves wine or cigars, and 
on Easter Sunday night, 1938, he gave a 
Personal testimony to the nation,’ over 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


the radio, as to why he believed in 
Christ. 

Many believe that China will be vic- 
torious in this war and that after peace 
comes there will be the greatest oppor- 
tunity for Christian missions in China 
that the church has ever known. 

; se 

In occupied China conditions are much 
the same as in Japan and Manchukuo 
and in Korea. In all these lands under 
the domination of the Japanese Govern- 
ment, there has been a steady move 
toward compelling Christian missions 
and schools to participate in obeisance 
at the official shrines, where Amaterasu 
Omikami, the Japanese sun goddess, is 
worshiped. Some denominational schools 
and missions have compromised and 
have attended the Shinto Shrines on the 
ground that this is purely a patriotic 
gesture. Other Christian schools have 
closed their doors, and missionaries have 
returned home rather than take part in 
such idolatrous practices. The future of 
Christian missions in Japanese con- 
trolled lands is uncertain. But it ap- 
pears that a_ state-controlled church, 
headed by such men as the Methodist 
Japanese Bishop Yoshimune Abe and the 
Presbyterian convert Toyohiko Kagawa, 
who have shown a disposition to go 
along with the government, will emerge. 

xe 

In India, under British control, Chris- 
tian missions still have free course, al- 
though those supported by churches in 
warring Europe have suffered greatly 
because of curtailment of finances and 
dack of workers. In the Dutch East In- 
dies this condition is especially acute, 
where little or no funds have been com- 
ing through from the homeland. Funds 
from America for these missions which 
formerly had large contributions from 
England and Holland, and the like, are 
especially needed in these days. 

4 

It is good to know, however, that even 
in the Dutch East Indies a pioneer mis- 
sionary work is continuing under the 
leadership of R. A. Jaffray, a Christian 
and Missionary Alliance missionary. He 
reports that, in 1940, over 2,000 new con- 
verts to Christ were made in the South 
Sea Islands, British Malaya, and New 
Guinea. Work here is being carried on 
by airplane, in order to reach heretofore 
inaccessible tribes, and while it was 
feared for a time that the work in New 
Guinea would have to be abandoned be- 
cause of government restrictions, word 
has now come that restrictions have 
been removed and the work is going for- 
ward. 

4 

Pray for Christians in all lands of the 
Orient that they may be kept true 
amidst testing and trial and difficulty. 

Pray for the great masses of refugees 
fleeing before invading armies, and that 
believers among them may be faithful in 
giving out the witness to the power of 
Christ. 
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Pray for Christian missionaries in 
places of testing and personal danger, 
that they may not compromise under 
governmental pressure, but may stand 
true to tke faith once for all delivered 
to the saints. 

Pray for General Chiang Kai-shek and 
other Christian officers and officials in 
the Chinese Government, that they may 
be guided through these dark days. 
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[ Children at Home 





A Fourth of July Celebration 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


HERE are lots of ways to celebrate 

our Independence Day. I remember 
when I was young that it was a point 
of honor to be up long before daybreak 
and to set off cannon crackers, fire- 
crackers, torpedoes, mines, cannons, to 
say nothing of ringing bells and blowing 
horns so that no one for miles around 
could possibly sleep after two o’clock in 
the morning. Why the grownups ever 
allowed boys to make such an incredible 
noise I have never understood. 

Times have changed, and nowadays 
we do not find it necessary to prove 
our patriotism by the noise we make. 
In fact I celebrated this last Fourth of 
July without any noise at all. 

It all began with an old commonplace 
book that I found on the third of July 
in the bookroom of “Treetop,” my sum- 
mer home in Cornwall, Connecticut. 

Commonplace books are a kind of 
cross between diaries and notebooks, in 
which one sets down interesting things 
seen, heard, or read. That one was kept 
in 1919, twenty-one years ago. In it I 
had described a trip one July day to 
the Hollow, a deep valley among the 
twenty-seven named hills of Cornwall. 

“Follow the Johnson Hollow Road to 
the Schoolhouse. Take the road just 
beyond to the Luman place. Follow a 
corduroy road back of the barn across 
the pasture to a swamp. In the middle 
of it stands a white birch. At its foot 
grow fourteen pink and white lady slip- 
pers — the loveliest flower on earth.” 

So ran the directions, and as I read 
them I decided to see again those glori- 
ous flowers, the largest and most beau- 
tiful of our native orchids. Accordingly, 
on the morning of the Fourth I started 
out with Gurdon, one of my boys, who 
cares nearly as much for birds and or- 
chids as his father does. We highly re- 
solved to celebrate the day by finding 
the queen flower, for that is her Latin 
name — Regina. 

We took the road to the Hollow and 
passed Wolf Rock, where my great- 
grandmother once saw a wolf looking 
down at her. It is said that she broke 
the Cornwall record for the mile on her 
way home. 

The Johnson Hollow Road had become 
a state highway, and the little school- 
house was gone. Yet we managed to 
find the Luman place and the road, once 
made of logs, across the wet pasture. 

At last we reached the swamp, and 
some swamp it was, with a hidden brook 
winding through thick underbrush into 
which one fell every now and then. 
There were tussocks in the wettest places, 
and I tried to leap like a chamois from 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


crag to crag but fell off the third tus- 
sock and sank into the mud so deep that 
I feared I would never get out. 

We found a white birch tree at last 
and circled it three times, but no or- 
chids. Then we found another white 
birch and circled that several times. 
Still no orchids. At last we gave up 
and wedged our way through alders and 
splashed through bogs and tore through 
briars trying to find the road, which 
seemed to have disappeared. 

Suddenly Gurdon, who was leading 
the way, gave a shout and stood looking 
down admiringly. Shipping a gallon or 
so of water and tearing my trousers in 
my haste, I joined him. There gleam- 
ing up at us through a tangle of flags 
and marsh grass were no less than six- 
teen of those regal orchids. 

The four sepals were in the shape of a 
snow-white cross in the middle of which 
hung a smaller snowy petal whose lower 
lip was a hollow shell of rose-pink 
streaked with white and dotted inside 
with crimson blotches. Each flower was 
some two inches long at the end of a 
three-foot stalk with three or four oval 
grooved leaves from four to eight inches 
long, much resembling the leaves of the 
marsh hellebore. Some of the flowers, 
unlike other orchids, were fragrant. 

The sheer beauty of those lovely hid- 
folk made me gasp as they stared me to 
the heart, and I looked at them long and 
long before I could leave them. Their 
haunting loveliness will always be in my 
memory. 

HAVERFORD, PA, 


ye 
Sunday School in 1941 


(Continued from page 527) 


raid shelter, then to the left beyond the 
ambulance parking place, between the 
sandbags, and into the room where Sun- 
day school is to be held. Now you will 
get a shock. You will have to sidle past 
five Anderson shelters and a pile of 
metal stretchers to get to the front of 
the room where about eighty children 
are compressed into nine classes, in 
about half the space they formerly oc- 
cupied. The room once so sunny and 
cheerful is now dark and gloomy. But 
not so the dear children. They are as 
gay as larks. 

Probably the opening prayers, hymn, 
the lesson, and the Scripture Union talk 
will be similar to those in your own 
Sunday school. Perhaps you will be 
interested in the missionary collection. 
In England now, we either reckon in 
millions of pounds, or in a limited num- 
ber of pence, according to whether we 
are thinking of government needs, or 
the sums available for private expendi- 
ture. Yet this school still supports a 
Chinese orphan in a Bible Churchmen’s 
Missionary Society school in Hong Kong. 
This means giving about five shillings 
each week—sixty pennies! Two of 


June 28, 1941 


the elder girls go from class to class 
collecting the money and writing down 
the amounts. While they are adding it 
up, the others recite one of the com. 
mandments, or sing the birthday chorus 
if it is anyone’s birthday. Then the 
grand total is announced, and thanks are 
given to God who has enabled them to 
give the money. 
School closes with all saying, as a 
prayer: 
Jesus, tender Shepherd, hear me; 
Bless Thy little lamb tonight; 
Through the darkness be Thou near me; 
Keep me safe till morning light. 
A very timely prayer, you will agree. 


HAILSHAM, SUSSEX, ENG. 








Christian Fellowship Tour 














In the Gold Country 


<“ N TO the Klondike,” the famous 

cry of ’97, and, “California or 
Bust!” watchword of ’49, when feverish 
thousands made transcontinental stam- 
pede to the gold fields, are recalled to 
mind now as Christian Fellowship va- 
cationists prepare for their great 11,230 
mile tour this summer. It will not be 
gold, however, that the Fellowship will 
be seeking, but something better. They 
will be going for the good time, Chris- 
tian fellowship, and the pleasures and 
benefits of travel. THe Sunpay ScHoo. 
Times is one of the publications spon- 
soring the tour. 

Realizing that this is “the trip of a 
lifetime,” the journey has been mapped 
to include as much of the West as can 
be seen, consistent with good value in 
the allotted time. Only high class ac- 
commodations will be used throughout. 
From St. Paul to the Pacific Coast, the 
entire Northwest will be traversed via 
the Northern Pacific Railway. Alaska, 
as far west as Seward, will be visited 
this year, on a twelve-day cruise, after 
which the Pacific Coast, down through 
Washington, Oregon, and California, will 
be covered via the Southern Pacific. 
Then the return journey will lead home- 
ward by a new and different route— 
via Zion National Park, Great Salt Lake, 
and the Colorado Rockies. Approxi- 
mately 11,230 scenic and stirring miles 
will be embraced in the journey. 

Attention naturally is focused strongly 
on California. Historically California 
is one of the oldest settled portions of 
the United States, believe it or not. In 
fact, California was discovered only fifty 
years after Columbus discovered Amer- 
ica! The white explorer who first landed 
there was Cabrillo, from Spain. An- 
other forty years went by and along 
came Sir Francis Drake, the fearless 
English ocean vagabond and explorer. 
From the’ prow of his insignificant little 


. sailing ship, which he had extravagently 
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named, The Golden Hind, Drake looked 
out and saw the rockbound, mountain- 
cus shores of California. He landed 
there and, raising the English flag, sol- 
emnly christened the new territory, not 
with the name it now bears, but with 
the name, “New Albion,” or “New Eng- 
land’! That was in 1579, forty-one 
years before the Pilgrims landed on 
Plymouth Rock. So it was California 
that was really the first New England 
in America, and not the group of north- 
eastern Atlantic States that now bear 
that title. 

Backed by these traditions, rises the 
modern California that will be viewed 
by Fellowship sightseers. Scenes con- 
nected with the famous gold discovery 
in 1849 will be observed. Commercially, 
San Francisco will most interest the vis- 
itors, for it is one of the principal sea- 
ports on the Pacific Coast. A modern 
wonder is the new San Francisco-Oak- 
landg Bay Bridge, eight and one-half 
miles long,—the longest bridge in the 
world. A deluxe sightseeing tour of San 
Francisco is scheduled and, with clear 
weather, there will be many marvelous 
views of the city, mountains, valleys, 
and sea. The principal street is Market 
Street, which runs back from the water- 
front through the heart of the city. 
Countless interesting shops and stores 
fringe this street, and there also are 
located the public market stands, many 
of which sell flowers in profusion most 
of the year’. 

Golden Gate Park, the Presidio, Ocean 
Beach, Seal Rocks, and the Cliff House 
will be some of the other points of in- 
terest about the city. The Cliff House 
stands on a rocky point jutting into the 
ocean. Massive rocks rise from the 
waves in front of it, and the rolling 
white surf roars upon the beach. Seals 
often gather around the rocks and crawl 
up on the ledges to sun themselves. 

The Christian Fellowship Tour will 
start from Chicago July 9 and will re- 
turn to that point August 7. For infor- 
mation address John W. Lane, Jr., Asso- 
ciate Editor, Tae Sunpay ScHOOL TIMES, 
325 North 13th Street, Philadelphia. 
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Dan Gilbert's 
Speaking Engagements 


R. DAN GILBERT, General Secre- 

tary of the World’s Christian Fun- 
damentals Association, will speak in the 
following churches: 


June 29.—Mission Covenant Church, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. 


July 2-6.—City-wide Christian Fundamentals 
Rally, Schnectady, N. Y.; Mrs. W. T. Hanson, 
% Union Avenue, secretary. 


July 9-13.—First Baptist 


Church, Austin, 
Minn. ; 


the Rev. Leo Sandgren, pastor. 

ty 14-20.—First Baptist Church, Bemidji, 
inn.; the Rev. L. E. Berglund, pastor. 

July 26, 2%.—Christian Youth Conference, 
Pioneer, Ohio. 


July 28 to Aug. 1.—City-wide Christian 
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Fundamentals Rally, Jamestown, N. Y.; the 
Rev. Michael J. Anzaloni, chairman. 

Aug. 3-5.—Central New York Bible Confer- 
ence, Homer, N. ¥.; the Rev. Clarence Tebo, 
chairman. 

Aug. 6-8.—First Baptist Church, Sayre, Pa.; 
the Rev. Harold F. Damon, pastor. 

Aug. 10-24.—Bible Conference, Denver Bible 
Institute, Denver, Colo. 





[ With the New Books 


The Christian and War. By Henry Os- 
trom. (Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich., 25 cents.) Dr. 
Ostrom, a well-known member of the 
Extension Department of the Moody 
Bible Institute, has, with clearness, cour- 
age, and conviction provided Christians 
with a valuable handbook for the pres- 
ent hour. In 32 pages he discusses three 
topics: “The Christian and War,” “Gov- 
ernment,” and “Some Bible Wars and 
Soldiers.” He declares that he does not 
favor war and would abolish war if he 
could, but reminds us that God ordained 
war in the Old Testament and will yet 
again be the mighty leader in great bat- 
tles to come. He points out that since 
men willfully refused the Kingdom of 
Heaven when they rejected Christ, 
Christians and non-Christians must sub- 
mit themselves to human government 
which is ordained of God in this dis- 
pensation. With unusual keenness he 
exposes the weaknesses and errors of 
the view that war is always wrong and 





that the Christian must consistently 


practice non-resistance. It is needless 
to say that Dr. Ostrom’s study is based 
firmly on the Scriptures, and particu- 
larly on the dispensational view, which, 
for multitudes, has proved to be the 
key that unlocks many of the mysteries 
of the Word of God. 


How to Find Health Through Prayer. 
By Glenn Clark. (Harper and Bros., 
New York, $1.50.) While paying lip serv- 
ice to the Scriptures and to the priv- 
ilege of prayer, this book subtly strikes 
at the foundation of all true Christian 
teaching, and denies in one manner or 
another the very truth on which our 
Christian faith rests. And all this is 
done under the guise of leading men 
to a new understanding of the power of 
prayer ! 

Of course, there is here a combina- 
tion of truth and error. The author 
says some things to which every Chris- 
tian could give assent. But he soon 
leaves these things to descend to strange 
theories, misinterpretation and denial 
of Scriptural truth, and downright blas- 
phemy. He makes all human beings 
sons of God (p. 137), and suggests that 
a cure for drunkenness is for a man 
merely to realize that since he is a son 
of God, he does not have to be a slave. 
On page 144 he puts Christ on the same 
plane with Mercury. He strangely alle- 
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gorizes Scripture, taking away from it 
all real meaning (pp. 8, 12, 132, 154). 
He completely ignores the fact of sin, 
in any other sense than wrong thinking. 
He therefore makes the strange state- 
ment that we are on the verge of do- 
ing away with sickness (p. 3). The 
author even dares to say: “So Jesus 
went through life seeing no quarrels, 
no unhappiness, no lies, no impurity, no 
sickness. Where they appeared to be, 
He turned the lens of His divinely in- 
spired imagination upon them; He con- 
verted them into parables, and behold, 
they stood forth as mere shadows or 
reflections — upside down — of the real- 
ity.. And every time Jesus converted 
a fact into a reality the people exclaimed 
that a miracle had been wrought” (p. 
164). Dr. Clark rationalizes the resur- 
rection (p. 24), and puts Christ in the 
same class with Elijah and “the nine 
others who are recorded in history and 
legend to have ascended into heaven 
without dying” (p. 24). Thus he denies 
the reality of His death and resurrec- 
tion. He ignores the fact of atonement 
and speaks of our achieving cleansing 
(p. 117). 

A multitude of other citations could be 
given, but these will suffice to show the 
unscriptural nature of this book, and 
its utter denial of all that true Chris- 
tians hold dear. 


Lawrence of Arabia— Zionism and 
Palestine. By Sir Ronald Storrs. (Pen- 
guin Books, 41 East 28th St., New York, 
25 cents.) In conjunction with the pub- 
lishers of Penguin Books, which are 
pocket-size, Sir Ronald Storrs has made 
up this little volume from three chap- 
ters of his earlier and much larger work, 
“Orientations.” The larger book was 
published in 1937, and this one has been 
revised up to March 15, 1940. For the 
first nine years of British administra- 
tion Sir Ronald was Governor of Jeru- 
salem; he is an accomplished linguist, 
and knows the Near East thoroughly 
from long personal experience. He was 
one of Colonel lLawrence’s_ closest 
friends, and here presents not so much 
the story of the achievements of this 
picturesque figure, but rather an inti- 
mate sketch of the character and temper- 
ament of a cynical, gloomy, disillusioned 
genius. He also gives an outline, with 
a distinct Arab bias, of the history of 
Zionism, the world-wide movement to 
make Palestine the national home of the 
Jews. It is doubtless a careful record 
of what has actually happened, but his 
interpretation of events is made entirely 
from the human point of view, and 
therefore not very satisfactory to those 
who believe that God Himself, in spite 
of human governments, will re-establish 
the Chosen People in their own land. 


How Firm a Foundation. By James C. 
Muir. (National Publishing Co., Phila- 
delphia, $2.50.) Perhaps Mr. Muir’s sub- 
title best defines the scope of this not- 
able work: “A Survey of the New 


for Christian work. 
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Testament and the Birth and Establish- 
ment of Christianity in the Light of 
Archeology and Secular History.” Here, 
then, is a fresh introduction to the New 
Testament, written in terms that reveal 
its author to be both a devout believer 
and an able scholar. 

The opening part of the book describes 
the condition of the world into which 
Christ came, and does so in a way that 
makes these ancient times live again. 
Then the life and ministry of our Lord 
are considered, with a Scriptural nar- 
rative placed against the background of 
history supplied by the archeologists and 
other scientific students of that period 
of history. The author presents a wealth 
of interesting material from ancient in- 
scriptions, papyri, and other sources that 
illuminate the whole field of New Tes- 
tament history. Following his consid- 
eration of Christ, he deals with the rise 
of the Church in the same reverent man- 
ner. While his approach is always ob- 
jective and scientific, Mr. Muir, leaves 
no doubt about his own personal con- 
victions. 

The author’s style is clear, and at 
times, very beautiful. The printing and 
make-up of the book are most attractive. 
This work is worthy of commendation 
to all who would have a deeper appre- 
ciation of the life and times of the New 
Testament era. 

ve 


Revival Scenes in Central Europe 
(An editorial, from the second page) 


Hora, or Kolin,” testified his sponsor, 
“were held by James Stewart, September 
to March, 1936-37.” President Masaryk 
took a lively interest in these evan- 
gelistic campaigns throughout his coun- 
try, and though prevented by poor health 
from personally attending the meetings, 
he sent a telegram wishing God’s bless- 
ing upon them. One of his granddaugh- 
ters, saved in Stewart’s meetings in 
Bratislava, went to England to prepare 
It was President 
Masaryk, who, in almost his last words, 
said to the old preacher who later offi- 
ciated at his funeral, “Brother, give the 
Republic the Gospel!” 

Still later, in 1937, the President of the 
Hungarian Evangelical Alliance invited 
Stewart for an extended Gospel cam- 
paign in Hungary. Professor Kiss of 
the Budapest University wrote of it: 
“When we heard that a young evangel- 
ist was coming to hold meetings in our 
city, we had very little faith that any- 
thing would be accomplished. God may 
work in other countries, but not in ours, 
we thought. Our unbelief was only in- 
creased when this young man, simple 
in dress and appearance, arrived. He 
greeted us with the question, ‘Have you 
the largest hall in the city?’ We were 
thoroughly confident that the little hall 
would be sufficient. But our minds were 
disillusioned when the Holy Ghost be- 
gan to work. It became evident that 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, in the 
United States and Possessions. Thes 
rates include postage. 


$2.25—-One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 


$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 


SPECIAL NOTICE TO CANADIAN READERS 


The official exchange rate between Canada 
and the United States having been fixed at 
11 per cent, THE SuNpay ScHooL TIMEs sug- 
gests to its valued Canadian subscribers 
that they forward money for subscriptions 
by Canadian Post Office Money Order in 
order to avoid the additional charge (in 
addition to the 11 per cent) frequently made 
on remittances by check sent to the Truss. 

At the beginning of this exchange situa- 
tion the Times notified its Canadian Club 
Secretaries to collect the usual club sub- 
scription ($2) and remit as they usually do, 
with the understanding that the Ts 
would enter that group of subscriptions for 
the number of weeks the amount thus re- 
ceived on their remittance would pay for. 

Shortening the subscription period by five 
weeks seems to be satisfactory to the Can- 
adian friends, as five weeks covers the ll 
per cent exchange. 


Whenever the exchange rate goes above 
the 11 per cent official rate, as it frequently 
does, the Times bears the additional ex- 
change cost. (It has been as high as 2 
per cent.) 


Sending remittance by Canadian Post Of- 
fice Money Orders avoids the additional 
exchange cost, and is therefore the best plan 
to follow. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, in the 
United States and Possessions. These 
rates include postage. 

$1.00—One or more copies to indi- 
vidual addresses, $1.00 each, per year. 

68 cents—Five or more copies, in 4 
package to only one address, 68 cents 
each, per year. 
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Lesson for July 13 


our prayer life was poor, and our sacri- 
fice and obedience only partial. Nobody 
has ever seen in this generation such 
workings of the Holy Spirit as at this 
time. The most influential men and 
women of our nation have come. under 
the sound of the blessed Gospel.” 

The meetings, begun in the German 
Methodist church, had to be moved to 
the largest Calvinistic church in the 
city. So many packed the building 
(about 2,500 nightly) that one evening 
three successive meetings had to be held 
to relieve the crush. A message from 
the police forbade further preaching, 
and gave Stewart notice to leave the 
country. Prayer was earnestly made, 
and presently the Prime Minister per- 
sonally sent instructions to the Chief 
of Police that he must in no way hinder 
the campaign. The third week saw a 
further shift to the Vigado, a great con- 
cert hall on the Danube, seating 4,000, 
the scene of many brilliant fetes. By 
Sunday night this, too, was filled. Pro- 
fessors and students sat side by side 
with peasants in their sheepskin coats — 
Catholics, Protestants, Jews, and infidels. 
The hallmark of the campaign was 
prayer. As the tide of prayer rose the 
blessing rose. “On the closing evening 
the glory of the Lord filled the place, 
so that Stewart could not preach. The 
whole audience simply wept in the pres- 
ence of God.” Interrupted at Christmas 
the meetings were resumed in March. 
Opposition made it difficult to find a 
suitable hall. But the | high-roofed, 
draughty Exhibition Hall, with sand- 
strewed floor, where in the daytime 
there was a horse show and riding 
school, was finally procured. Each night 
it was crowded with audiences of from 
three to four thousand, rising to five 
thousand on Sundays. There was a 
great stir in the city, and much pub- 
licity in the newspapers. 

Further campaigns were projected and 
carried through among the Ruthenians 
and the Serbs and in Rumania. Every- 
where the response was overwhelming. 
And the work still continues. As late 
as 1940 comes this message from Bucha- 
test. “I know,” writes James Stewart, 
“that you will rejoice with me over the 
Mighty blessing in Rumania. I gave 
myself entirely to the Lord for Him 
just to pour Himself through me. And 
He did. It was so wonderfully planned 
by God, just like a dream! I arrived, 
unknown, having one. or two addresses 
only. The Lord led me to Mr. Perret. 
Two days beforehand he had prayed: 
‘0 Lord, give us a revival before the 
summer comes!’ We started with fifty 
in the hall. At the close nine hundred 
were coming. The place was packed. 
About three hundred were dealt. with. 
It was great to hear such genuine testi- 
Monies to saving grace, and to see so 
Many backsliders restored. One was a 
man wrecked by sin, whose brother is 
@ General in the Rumanian army.” 

“What La Maréchale, Catharine Booth, 
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did for Western Europe, James Stew- 
art,” writes his reporter, “is now do- 
ing for Eastern and Central Europe — 
bringing to Christless masses the crown 
rights of the Son of God. Stewart, too, 
has had his battles, his problems, his 
setbacks. The territory captured from 
the enemy has been taken only inch by 
inch. But he is young. It is morning 
with him still. We thank God for him, 
for his love for the lost, and his uncom- 
promising loyalty to the Lord. Let him 
go on as he has begun, and thousands 
more of shipwrecked souls will find 
themselves in port.” 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D, 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 











Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lesson, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


July 7 to 13 


Mon.—Acts 19:1-7. The Holy Spirit Received. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “We have not so 
much _ as heard.” Many still are living 
in a day of blessing without blessing. 
The Ephesian disciples of John the Bap- 
tist did so. Of the Lord’s gift of the 
Spirit they knew nothing; they were 
living far below their Christian priv- 
ileges. The rich blessings in Christ are 
missed by many earnest religious people. 
They “have not so much as heard” of 
the fullness of the Spirit for life and 
godliness. Pray for missionaries of 
Christ in Portuguese East Africa. 


Tues.—Acts 19:8-10. Reasoning and Persuading. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Disputing and 


persuading the things concerning the: 


kingdom of God.” “Disputing” means 
“reasoning.” There seems to be too lit- 
tle “reasoning” in public preaching. 
Mere reasonings and arguments will not 
overcome errors; but people who want 
instruction and proof where these can 
be given should have these things. A 
preacher ought to meet the mental needs 
of his hearers. Paul’s preaching was ex- 
planatory. “He reasoned of righteous- 
ness, temperance, and judgment to 
come” (Acts 24:25). Pray for Christ's 
ambassadors in Zululand, South Africa. 


Wed.—Acts 19:11-13. The Hands of Paul. 
PRAYER SucGGesTIons: “God wrought 
speciai miracles by the hands of Paul.” 
Note the word “special.” God, at the 
beginning of His dealings with Israel 
and with His Church, showed “signs and 
wonders.” This was when Israel was 
delivered from Egypt, and when enter- 
ing Canaan. In the history of the 
Church, covered by the Book of Acts, 
God had special men for a special work 
and did .special things when, and as, 
they were needed. His wonderful works 
are to be remembered. Pray for God’s 
witnesses in southern Rhodesia, Africa. 
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Do you want more intellectual’power? 
Do you need greater power to think? 


The Bible Tells You How You 
May Have It. 


Read Dan Gilbert’s new book 


THE MIND OF CHRIST 


What It Is and How to Possess It 
$1.00 clothbound 


THE DANIELLE PUBLISHERS 
4766 Norma Drive San Diego, Calif. 














Thurs.—Acts 19:15-20. 
Magic versus Christianity. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Curious arts.” 
Man’s ways are sometimes as strange as 
his thoughts. He writes many bookss 
that are fit only for the bonfire. His 
deeds are often just so many sins he 
must confess to God. Christianity 
blesses, but superstition curses. Chris- 
tianity is triumphant over false religions. 
Pray fer God’s devoted servants in 
Portuguese West Africa. 

Fri.—Acts 19:23-29. 
When Religion Disturbs Business. 

PRAYER SuccestTions: “Silver shrines 
for Diana.” Christianity does not dis- 
turb legitimate business. Evil business 
ought to be disturbed, even though it be 
carried on in the name of religion. Re- 
vivals, like those God sent in the days 
of Luther, Wesley, Whitefield, Edwards, 
Finney, and Moody put bad businesses 
out of commission. There are many evil 
businesses that need to be closed today. 
Pray for God’s men and women in 
Swaziland, Africa. 

Sat.—Acts 19:39-41. Sane Counsel. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Determined in 
a lawful assembly.” Demetrius raised 
an uproar against the apostle because 
in his preaching Paul spoiled the bad 
business of his craftsmen. The town 
clerk, a sensible man, referred the 
rioters to the provisions of the law. 
Sensible ways of settling labor and other 
disputes are provided in our courts. 
“The law is for the lawless.” Pray for 
our Lord’s representatives in northern 
Rhodesia, Africa. 


Sun.—Acts 20:18-24. Steadfastness of Purpose. 

PRAYER Succestions: “None of these 
things move me.” Many disturbing 
things that came into the life of Paul 
as he went about preaching God’s Gos- 
pel are listed here. These trials were: 
enemies, fears, imprisonment, chains, 
and afflictions. But he never wavered. 
He remained steadfast in his purpose to 
finish his course with joy, and the min- 
istry which he had received of the Lord 
Jesus. Is your heart “fixed”? Are you 
faithful in word and work? Pray for 
the Lord’s ministering servants in Natal, 
Africa. 








' The Word at Work in the Army Camps 


“Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature.”’—Mark 16:15. 


Record of recent meetings held in Army Camps, Air Bases, and Military Forts 


Acceptances of Number of Acceptances of Number of 
Camp Wheeler, Macon, Georgia: Christ Testaments Distributed Christ Testaments D stributed 
Guard House, Chaplain Lack .............. 50 72 29th Infantry, Chaplain Clark ............... 16 150 
Battery 7th, Chaplain Lack ................. 28 28 4lst Infantry, Chaplain Bashaw ..... ... ... 18 32 
Battery 8th, Chaplain Mattison 120 212 18th Field Artillery, Chaplain Gilmore ..... 11 41 
Battery 14, Chaplain Kenyon .. “eS 23 23 20th Engineer Reg., Chaplain Alexander .. 49 120 
Battery 15th, Chaplain Gault ieee aa eure 18 18 Naval Air Station, Trade School, Jackson- 
Battery 16th, Chaplain Gaertner Sah eoke Ps a4 ville, Fla., Chaplain Vogeler .............. 137 400 
Battery 29th, Chaplain Faulkner ‘niakecde. 1 2 Come Shelby, Metiiccbens, Wes. ............ 29 e 
Camp Benning, Columbus, Georgia: Dodd Field, Fort Sam Houston, Texas . 120 200 
2nd Armored Division, Chaplain Parker 35 108 Randolph Field, Randolph Field, Texas, e 
66th Armored Division, Chaplain Hamilton 41 70 8 | errr error 116 250 
67th Armored Division, Chaplain Nelson 36 86 Fort Sam Houston, Texas, Chaplain Pugh 389 600 
68th Armored Division, Chaplain Milford ..._ 64 80 Kelley Field, San Antonio, Texas ............ 137 300 
Rest Camp, Chaplain Clark .. > coe ae 200 Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas ............ 88 400 
Hospital Annex, Chaplain McKee ........... 97 200 John Brown Military Academy, Pacific — 
Station Hospital, Chaplain McKee occ Oe 118 Beach, Calif., Major Wayne Barrow ...... 165 165 
Open Air, Chaplain Polesgrove 241 500 Indiantown Gap, Penna. ..................-- 130 400 


In the United States and our possessions there, are the following: 99 Army Barracks, Army Forts, and Military Reserves; 39 Army 





amps; 107 Airdromes and Air Bases. 







Here are a few interesting letters: 


Office of the Post Chaplain. 
Fort Benning, Georgia 
To Whom It May Concern: 

Twenty-two years ago I had the privilege of 
conducting Rev. W. W. Shannon over the mili- 
tary area of The Big Bend District of Texas. We 
preached and sang and did personal work 
together. 


o 

In the last few weeks I have had the happy 
privilege of having a reunion with him. I find him 
unchanged, full of faith, and the joy of his Sav- 
iour in hisheart. He has been in a numberof serv- 
ices in this Post in the interest of placing New 
Testaments in the hands and lives of service 
men. He and his co-workers— Rev. Michael 
Guido and Miss Guido—have been in many 
kinds of services and organizations. Every re- 
port of their work has been most enthusiastic. 
‘They are a truly spiritual team. I most heartily 
commend their cause and their methods. They 
can be trusted and no one need fear that they 
will be disappointed in them. 


John MacWilliams, 


May 12, 1941 Chaplain (Lt.Col.) U.S.Army 





Our sole purpose is to distribute the Word of God and win men to Christ 


‘these are stirring times but wonder- 
ful days of opportunity for real Chris- 
tian service. Thousands of our boys 
have been called to the colors in our 
program of national defense. They go 
into the military camps, away from home 
and church influence. The forces of 
evil, strongly entrenched, will be there 
to debauch and demoralize. Will we 
forsake our boys? Will we withhold 


Do you want to see America survive? 


President 
JOSEPH M. STEELE 


Vice-Presidents 
FREDERIC M. PAIST 
WAYNE B. HUGHES 
DAVID D. LUPTON 


Executive Secretary 
ALLAN SUTHERLAND 
Evangelists and Field Workers 
REV. W. W. SHANNON 
REV. HARRY McC. LINTZ, D.D. 
REV. MICHAEL A. GUIDO 


This organization is for the free distribution and daily reading of God’s Word, to the men in the Army Camps, Naval Bases, and Air Posts, and 


Headquarters, Fort Sam Houston 
Reception Center 
1816th Service Unit 
Fort Sam Houston, Texas 


April 15, 1941 
CHAPLAINS’ NOTES: 


1. The Chaplains announce a special reli- 
gious service this evening at 7.30 p. m. in 
the Assembly Hall. Mr. W. W. Shannon, 
widely known Bible scholar will be the main 
speaker. Mr. Michael A. Guido, an accom- 
plished musician and soloist, together with 
his sister, Miss Guido, will give some special 
musical numbers. 


2. The entire command is invited. 
Signed—Robert J. Pugh, 
ist Lt. Infantry 
Adjutant 


from them the one sure defense against 
the raging storms of temptation which 
beat about their young lives? God for- 
bid! Because of the crying need, the 
Business Men’s Council of the Pocket 
Testament League, Inc., has added a 
number of men to its field staff, men of 
experience and with the seal of God 
upon them. 


Do you want to help your own boys to build clean characters while they prepare for the defense of our nation? 


Then, by your generous gifts and earnest prayers, help us to get 
out the only message by which men can live and die. 


National Headquarters 


Headquarters, Randolph Field, Texas 
Office of the Chaplain 
April 20, 1941 
The Business Men's Council of the 
Pocket Testament League, Inc., 
710 Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Dear Sir: 

Mr. Shannon, Mr. Guido, and sister Roxanna 
visited our station, April 17, 1941, and we were 
able to assemble about three hundred men for 
the above. 

Mr. Shannon and party gave an excellent pres- 
entation in a fine Gospel talk, and a number of 
the men asked for and received copies of the 
Pocket Testament. 

I have been a supporter of this work, so far as 
I could be, for some time. I knew very well Mr. 
Mayo your former field representative. 

I believe this form of Gospel presentation in 
the field it covers, to be productive of much good. 

Sincerely yours. 
Herbert A. Rinard, Chaplain 
U.S. A., Air Corps Randolph Field, Texas 








Our responsibility is heavy; our op- 
portunity is challenging; our need is 
great; our God is able. 


We have access to the military camps 
and experienced men who were engaged 
during the World War to distribute God’s 
Word in army camps at home and across 
the sea. For faith in God is the foun- 
dation of our liberties. 


The Business Men’s Council 


OF THE 


Pocket Testament League, Inc. 


T. EDWARD ROSS, Treasurer 


Interdeneminational 


710S Witherspoon Building 


is supported entirely by voluntary contributions. 


- Non-Sectarian 


Philadelphia, Pa. 
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